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Sedlescombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Extraordinary Full Council Meeting of the Parish Council  

on Tuesday 28th November 2017 at 19:00 in Committee Room 2 of Sedlescombe Village Hall 

Present:      
Cllr. Jonathan Vine-Hall (Chairman)   Cllr. Michelle Brister        Cllr. Gareth Matthews   District Cllr. Tony Ganly 

Cllr. Pauline Glew (Vice-Chair)           Cllr. Roy Chapman           Cllr. Andy Waters       8 Members of the public 
Cllr. Peter Anson             Cllr. Lindsay Fraser          Mrs Carol Hodgson (Clerk/RFO)        

Item Agenda Item (C17.)  

137. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr. Sidgwick 

 

138. 
1. 

 
 

2. 

Interests in accordance with 2012 Code of Conduct 
To receive new written requests for dispensation. 
No new written requests were received.  Dispensations are currently held on file for Cllr. Fraser in relation 
to Street Farm as a Neighbour and Cllr. Chapman for Pestalozzi as a neighbour.  
To receive councillors' declarations of interest regarding matters on the agenda. 
There were no declarations of interest regarding matters on the agenda received. 

 

139. Public participation session re matters on the Agenda at the Chairman's discretion. 
The Chairman invited members of the public to speak. 
A member of the public – who had previously emailed the Clerk - asked the Clerk the situation on 
recording at public meetings. The Clerk advised that Councillors were aware that Parish Council’s Standing 
Order 1.m which relates to the ‘Photographing, recording, broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of 
a meeting’, as it currently stands could be taken to inhibit the new reporting rules under ‘The Openness of 
Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014’ which allows persons to film, photograph or make sound 
recordings of proceedings of meetings of certain local government bodies; for allowing those not present 
at meetings to see and hear the proceedings; and for allowing reporting and commentating on the 
proceedings.  Therefore, Parish Council is waiving provision of Standing Order item 1.m while steps are 
taken to formally update the Standing Orders. In the absence of Parish Council having an up-to-date Policy 
on this matter The Clerk drew on the Department for Communities and Local Government’s document – 
Open and Accountable Local Government - which provides guidelines for the recording of meetings and 
respectfully asked that those filming consider members of the attending public, any children or young 
people under the age of 18, vulnerable adults and other members of the public who may actively object to 
being filmed. Also, those undertaking recording activities should not act in a disruptive manner. 
A member of the public spoke in respect of the application to the High Court for a Judicial Review of the 
Street Farm Planning Application which had been subsequently refused. They asked why Parish Council 
had not challenged this outcome.  Cllr. Vine-Hall replied that Parish Council had followed legal advice from 
the Solicitors’ who recommended against appealing.  The member of public (who is a local Magistrate) 
advised that the legal advice received was possibly wrong in respect of planning and could be challenged.  
Cllr. Vine-Hall advised that at the time of consideration Parish Council did not feel it had a strong enough 
case to challenge the decision.  They replied that the interpretation can be challenged. 

 

140. To approve the minutes of the Council Meeting on 14th November 2017 
RESOLVED: That the Chairman is authorised to sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 14-November-17 

 

141. If the committee wishes to exclude the public for a particular agenda item, the following resolution 
must be passed: 
‘That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the 
press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items 
of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted.’ 
There were no requirements to pass this resolution. 

 

142. 
 

1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Neighbourhood Plan  
Following receipt of the Independent Examiners Report on the SNP on 19th November 2017. 
To consider the suggested recommendations and modifications to the plan within the Independent 
Examiner’s Report. 
Cllr. Fraser read out PC’s report summarising the background to the SNP, the decision options for 
Sedlescombe PC, summary of the main recommendations of the Examiner’s Report, further detailed 
analysis of material recommendations within the Examiners report, issues raised by residents, previous 
Examiners comments, new issues that have arisen since October 2017, summary of the pro’s and con’s for 
progressing the SNP to referendum and acknowledgements.  

 

http://www.sedlescombe.org.uk/Index/ParishCouncil/Meetings/Meetings/2017Meetings/17Nov14counmins.pdf
http://www.sedlescombe.org.uk/Index/NeighbourhoodPlan/2017/Examiner's%20Report%20on%20Sedlescombe%20NDP%2019.11.17.pdf
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2. 

Cllr. Vine-Hall advised that Rother DC needed to decide on the Examiner’s Report at the Cabinet meeting 
on 18th December 2017. David Marlow - Planning Policy Manager, Strategy & Planning Service at Rother DC 
had not yet prepared his report in response to the Examiners report but had kindly issued a broad 
summary for SPC's Meeting.  New issues now had to be taken into consideration following the Central 
Government’s indication that they were proposing to increase housing numbers to meet demands. 
The Chairman closed the meeting at this point and invited members of the public to speak. 
A member of the public spoke in relation to RDC's planning committee and their lack of enthusiasm for any 
development.  Having a plan is always a great idea - fail to plan, plan to fail.  The whole purpose of the NHP 
and the Localism Act is to allow the Community to say where they want the developments to be.  Sites 
must be found and the Parish Council in his opinion have worked tirelessly and is not going to please 
everybody.  They have read the report and the Examiner has commended the Parish Council.  It is right to 
have a plan and to go to referendum.  The modifications recommended are very minor. 
No other comments were received. 
Cllr. Vine-Hall asked for District Cllr. Ganly to take to the Rother DC Cabinet Meeting on the 18th December 
2017 the request that when the s106 agreement is triggered, to transfer the land at Street Farm 
(designated as ‘Local Green Space’ in the Sedlescombe NHP) together with a maintenance fund from 
Rother DC to Sedlescombe PC for the sum of £1 and for Cllr. Ganly to support this request.  Parish Council 
was concerned that a new option of leasing the land to Sedlescombe PC had been discussed at the last 
Cabinet meeting.  Cllr. Ganly asked that the Parish Council email him with their wish and he would 
consider the matter. 
The Chairman re-opened the meeting and Councillors were asked for their comments. All Councillors were 
in agreement to accept the modifications recommended by the Independent Examiner even though this 
would result in an additional 16 houses (from the Street Farm development) on top of the 35 already in 
the plan. New issues now need addressing to prevent further development and the modified plan should 
protect the Parish against further demands. 
RESOLVED: To accept the recommended modifications to the Sedlescombe Neighbourhood Plan by the 
Independent Examiner  
To consider actions and the next steps in the Neighbourhood Plan Process. 
Councillors considered the next stage. The Chairman called for a vote to take the Sedlescombe NHP to 
referendum. All Councillors voted in favour.  An update would be prepared to go out with the latest 
Bulletin, sent out to the database and to go on the website. 
RESOLVED: To accept all the modifications recommended by the Independent Examiner, Mr. Edward 
Cousins and progress the modified Sedlescombe Neighbourhood Plan to referendum. 

143. 
 
 

To receive a special motion signed by three members of the Parish Council. 
To rescind the decision made by Full Council at its meeting on the 14th November 2017 under item 
C17/127.b by virtue of Standing Order 13. 
'RESOLVED: To follow the legal advice received from Surrey Hills Solicitors and decline disclosing the 
request to release the redacted information in the confidential Minutes of 28th February 2017 under 
C16/17.4 and Minutes of 21st June 2017 C17.17a relating to a gift from an anonymous donor who explicitly 
stated that the conditions were to remain confidential.  Parish Council has respected the 'Donor's' request 
and has refused to release this information under Section 41 of the FOIA - Information provided in 
Confidence' as an exemption listed in Part II of the Freedom of Information Act'. 
RESOLVED: The motion signed by 3 Councillors to rescind the decision made by Full Council at its 
meeting on the 14th November 2017 under item C17/127.b by virtue of Standing Order 13 is rescinded. 

 

 
 

In the event that agenda item C17/143 is resolved in favour to rescind the decision, the Council will 
move onto agenda item C17/144 

 

144. 
 

1. 
 

Freedom of Information Act request from a Sedlescombe Resident. 
In light of new information being made available.   
To consider the request from a Sedlescombe Resident to release redacted information in the 
confidential Minutes of 28th February 2017 under C16/17.4 and Minutes of 21st June 2017 C17.17a in 
specific relation to a gift from an anonymous donor to which the conditions of the gift and the potential 
amount they were prepared to fund were explicitly requested to remain confidential.  
Parish Council had previously followed legal advice and resolved not to release information in relation to 
the conditions and potential amount of a gift from an anonymous donor.  This decision was not accepted 
by the Sedlescombe resident and their response made insinuations against Parish Council Members of 
bribery and carelessness in decision making. This information was relayed to the Anonymous Donor who 
subsequently agreed for the redacted information in relation to the conditions of the gift and the potential 
amount they were prepared to fund contained in the minutes of 28th February 2017 and 21st June 2017 
to be released and made public in order to defend Parish Council members from the insinuations made by 
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the Sedlescombe resident. 
RESOLVED: To unredact information in relation to the conditions of a gift from an anonymous donor and 
the potential amount they were prepared to fund contained in the minutes of 28th February 2017 and 
21st June 2017. The anonymity of the Anonymous donor will remain.  

145. 
 

Street Farm 
To discuss a financial gift from an 'Anonymous Donor' towards the cost of legal fees in relation to the 
Street Farm Judicial Review. 
Members had received correspondence prior to the meeting. 
The Clerk summarised the information to date. At the last meeting on 14th November 2017, Parish Council 
had been offered a gift from an ‘Anonymous Donor’ of financial support towards the cost of legal fees in 
applying for a judicial review of the Street Farm planning application. The following conditions had been 
attached to the gift: 

• That their name remains confidential. Reason: The donor does not wish to receive any unsolicited 
approaches from others who may be in a similar predicament in the AONB.  
Parish Council’s Solicitors advised that this is permitted under s41 of the Freedom of Information 
Act - Information provided in Confidence and also under Article 8 of the Human Rights Act 1998, 
which gives everyone a right to respect for their family and private life.  Parish Councillors do not 
know the identity of the donor 

• The gift is only to be used for the neighbourhood plan and/or protecting Street Farm from further 
encroachment of development in the AONB.  
Parish Council’s Solicitors advised that Parish Council can accept gifts in accordance with s139 of 
the Local Government Act 1972 provided that such gifts are for the purpose of discharging any of 
its functions or for the benefit of inhabitants of their area. 

Legal Advice was also taken in respect of the Bribery Act 2010 and no areas for concern were raised.  
Parish Council was first approached by the Anonymous Donor’s Solicitor on 2nd October 2017, which is 
after the time any costs were agreed by Parish Council of which the majority had already been settled. The 
amount of the financial gift is £11,000. Members considered the information. 
RESOLVED: To accept the offer of an anonymous gift of £11,000 with conditions that the Donors name 
remains confidential to prevent any unsolicited approaches from others who may be in a similar 
predicament in the AONB and that the gift is only to be used for the neighbourhood plan and/or 
protecting Street Farm from further encroachment of development in the AONB.  Parish Council will 
hold the funds in a Neighbourhood Plan Reserve for any future related costs and if said monies are not 
used, they will be returned to the Anonymous Donor.    

 

146. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance and Audit 
To approve and sign the following cheque: 

a. Mrs. C. Hodgson  Salary – November 2017  £909.28 
     Stamps     £  14.52 
     Vidahost Annual Website Hosting £201.46 
     HP Laptop    £649.00 
     HP A3 Printer    £130.00 £1904.26 
RESOLVED: The cheque was approved for payment. 

 

147. Reports, Correspondence, Questions and Future agenda items. 

• Cllr. Glew had earlier attended the Rother Transport Action Group Meeting at Bexhill Town Hall 
and reported that the 349 Sunday bus had done very well.  Investigations continued into the road 
congestion issues along the Ridge and at Conquest Hospital.  Any signage in need of cleaning – we 
will now have to do our own.  RTAG is going into partnership with Hastings to become Hastings 
and Rother Transport Action Group (HARTAG).  

• Cllr. Vine-Hall reported that he is on the board of the Wealden and Rother Rural (WARR) 
Partnership (www.warrpartnership.org.uk). There is a significant amount of funding available to 
local businesses and organisations to help them carry out projects which create jobs and benefit 
the rural economy. 

 

 There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25pm  

 
 
 
 

Chairman…………...……………………………………   Date………………………………………. 


