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Council Meeting Minutes  

  
 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 

Wednesday 21st June 2017  

at 19:00 in Committee Room 2 of Sedlescombe Village Hall  

  
Present: Cllr Vine-Hall (Chair),  

Cllrs. Brister, Glew, Chapman, Waters, Matthews, Fraser, Anson   

Clerk/RFO: Annie Fennessy  

Clerk to Sedlescombe Parish Council; 01424 813785 / clerk@sedlescombe.org.uk 

 

Also Present: Cllrs Maynard and Ganly 

  
C17/ 52 Apologies: Cllr D Veitch 

Mrs Caroline Harvey (Head of Sedlescombe Primary School)  

Mrs Susan Walton (Chief Executive of Pestalozzi International Village) 

  
C17/53 Interests in accordance with 2012 Code of Conduct:     
     
 1. To receive new written requests for dispensation.  

No new requests were received. 
  
2. To receive councillors' declarations of interest regarding matters on the agenda.  
Cllr G Matthews declared an interest in the planning application at Gorselands, because he 
owned a property on the same cul-de-sac. 
 
3. To receive councillors register of interest forms. 
No new forms were received. 
  
C17/54 Public participation session re matters on the Agenda at the Chairman's 
discretion. There were no members of the public to speak.  
 
C17/55 To approve the minutes of the Council Meeting on 3rd May 2017  
RESOLVED: That the Chairman is authorised to sign the Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd 
May 2017.  
  
 C17/ 56 Planning 
The Parish Council considered the following applications and responded as set out below: 

 
a)  RR/2017/1255/P Tresco, Hurst Lane, Sedlescombe TN33 0PE 
 Erection of a conservatory. 
 Resolved: The Parish Council agreed to support the application. 
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b)  RR/2017/1243/P Rosewood, Churchland Lane, Sedlescombe TN33 0PF 
 Detached car port / store. 
 Resolved: The Parish Council agreed to support the application. 
 
c)  RR/2017/1215/P 17 Gorselands, Sedlescombe TN33 0PT 
 Erection of single storey front extension, and hipped roof over flat roof at rear. 
 Resolved: The Parish Council agreed to support the application. 
 
d)  RR/2017/1208 Killingham House, Hurst Lane, Sedlescombe TN33 0PE 
 Erection of detached 3 bay timber garage with clay tile roof.   
 Resolved: The Parish Council agreed to support the application. 
 
The Parish Council noted the following decisions on previous applications: 

 

RR/2017/865/P 

Sedlescombe Vineyard, Compasses, Sedlescombe TN32 5SA. 

Proposed new restaurant & office building. Workers accommodation caravan re-siting. 

APPROVED CONDITIONAL 

 

RR/2017/824/P 

Chittlebirch Oast, Cripps Corner Sedlescombe TN32 5SATwo-storey infill extension. 

APPROVED CONDITIONAL 

 

RR/2017/787/P 

Powdermills, The Street, Sedlescombe TN33 0QBProposed extension, loft conversion and 

improvements to dwelling. Erection of garage building and ancillary building. Rendering of 

whole property. APPROVED CONDITIONAL 

 

RR/2017/670/P 

Pine View, Balcombe Green, Sedlescombe TN33 0QLTwo storey rear extension. 

Replacement double garage/gym/recreation space. APPROVED CONDITIONAL 

 

RR/2017/525/L 

Hiltons Beth, The Street, Sedlescombe TN33 0QBReplacement of single glazed kitchen 

window (wooden) with wooden double glazed window unit. LISTED BC GRANTED 

 

RR/2017/222/P 

Battle Barn Farm, New Road, Sedlescombe TN33 0RLDemolition of existing dwelling and 

erection of contemporary replacement. REFUSED 

 

RR/2017/41/P  

Spilstead Oast, Stream Lane, Sedlescombe TN33 0PBConversion of part of barn to holiday 

let/ancillary living accommodation. APPROVED CONDITIONAL 

 

RR/2016/1837/P 

Brede Lane - land at, Sedlescombe TN33 0PYErection of 16 no. residential dwellings, 

together with the creation of a new access onto Brede Lane and provision for car parking, 

open space and landscaping, and the transfer of land to be used as school playing fields 

and public open space.  APPROVED CONDITIONAL 

 

http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2017/865/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2017/824/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2017/787/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2017/670/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2017/525/L&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2017/222/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2017/41/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2016/1837/P&from=planningSearch
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C17/57 Consultation form CIL. 

Cllrs were given a copy of the draft CIL consultation form to consider. 

Resolved: The draft consultation form was considered and any comments or suggestions to 

be forwarded to the Clerk. 

 

C17/58 Speedwatch update from Cllr Andy 
Cllr Andy updated the Parish Council on Speedwatch.  There were 55 letters sent to 
residents passing through Sedlescombe found to be speeding.  Cllr Andy Waters had 
canvassed for more volunteers.  Cllr Andy Waters was disappointed by the lack of 
volunteers wanting to assist Speedwatch.  Training is provided, and Cllr Andy Waters would 
really appreciate more volunteers to assist.   
There was a discussion about borrowing the face sign (SID), it smiles if drivers are driving at 
the correct speed and grimaces when they are speeding.   
The Clerk has asked Highways for details of where another removable sign could be 
purchased.  This sign should say how many people had been caught speeding that week or 
month.  It would need to be able to be updated so a wipe clean area.  On the sign it was 
suggest it should say 'Sedlescombe welcomes safe drivers'. 
Cllr Andy Waters  was congratulated for the hard work and time he has put into 
Speedwatch. 
Resolved: The update be noted and Cllr Andy Waters request to borrow the face sign.  The 
Clerk will feedback once details of the wipe clean sign are received from Highways. 
 
C17/59 Bulletin items 
Cllrs discussed items for the Bulletin.  Cllr Andy Waters  agreed to do a short paragraph 
about Speedwatch and volunteers.  Cllr Glew agreed to do a paragraph about the very 
successful lift scheme and ask the village shop if they have an update that can go in the 
Bulletin.  It was agreed that feedback on the car park and toilet outcome to go too.   Cllr 
Brister agreed to write a shorts section on the Toilets and car park consultation 
Other suggestions are welcome.   
Resolved: The actions above be undertaken and Cllrs pass any further suggestions to the 
Clerk. 
 
C17/60 Recreation ground – update and to discuss hogweed treatment 
Cllrs wanted to know the update on the grass cutting contract and hogweed treatment.  The 
Clerk circulated an update from Burleys Ltd the contractor. 
Burleys reported that the grass cutting regime is once a fortnight during the season and has 
just been completed. (17th June) and that they are due on the 1st July to cut the grass and 
will treat the hogweed on that visit. 
Resolved: The actions above be noted. 
 
C17/61 RBF Open morning update (25 June) 
Cllr Glew reported on the RBF open morning and said there were now 3 adults monitoring 
the toilets for the RBF.  They are hoping for some more younger people to come along.  The 
RBF has been advertised in the local paper and the village voice. 
Resolved: The update be noted. 
 
C17/62 Riverside Playground 
The fencing which needs replacing.   A discussion about the type and location of the fencing 
took place.  It was agreed that Cllr Chapman and the Clerk locate the sites that need work 
and take pictures and dimensions to get prices.  It was also agreed that Cllr Matthews send 
details of the play equipment he has investigated to the Clerk so that between them they 
can agree a specification for what they want so it can be sent out to companies to price.   
Resolved: Cllr Chapman and the Clerk agree a time to review the areas requiring works.   
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Cllr Matthews will send details of the play area equipment and areas for repair to the Clerk 
so work on a draft specification for what needs doing can be agreed and sent out for prices. 
 
C17/63 Sports Association 
Lease and other issues to be discussed (complaints about the rubbish left on the sports field 
after matches). 
Cllr Anson update the Council on the condition of the sports field and changing rooms.   He 
reported that the works to the changing rooms were poor, some areas have not been done 
e.g. the changing rooms had a coat of paint but the doors and other areas were not painted.  
As the football club were the main users, with the cricket club and a few others, they should 
all be notified of the non conformity with the lease.   
Resolved: The Clerk will draft a letter setting out the issues and send this to the football 
club, cricket club and sports association.  Highlighting the problems and the Parish Councils 
next steps if things are not resolved. 
 
C17/ 64 Pavilion  

It was agreed that the football club did not spend any money or time on the building but 
invested in keeping the grounds.  The discussion said they should be told that if they don't 
look after it properly, especially the building, they may loose access to it.  There was a 
discussion about the clubs insurance for the Pavilion. 
Resolved: The Clerk will draft a letter setting out the issues and send this to the football 
club, cricket club and sports association.  Highlighting the problems and the Parish Councils 
next steps if things are not resolved.  It was also agreed that the Clerk request a copy of the 
clubs insurance policy for the Pavilion. 
 

C17/65 MUGA  

Quote for the spraying of the moss.   A discussion took place regarding the moss. 

Resolved: Cllr Chapman and the Clerk agree a time to review the areas requiring works.  
The Clerk will get quotes for treating the moss in the interim. 
 

C17/66 Parking at the bottom end of the green in Sedlescombe 

The issues regarding a resident who is parking at the bottom of the green were discussed.  

The PCSO has been out and reported that there are no restriction to parking in that area.  

However, it is considered to be obstructing the view of cars leaving the green area onto the 

main highway. 

Resolved: The Clerk will write to Highways and ask if there are any highway rules that can 

be applied.  

 

C17/67 ESCC Gregory Walk, Sedlescombe  
ESCC have checked on their system and confirm that the corner plots of grass on either 
side of the entrance of Gregory Walk, Sedlescombe are their responsibility and are cut as 
part of their urban cut for the area. The second urban cut for Sedlescombe is due to start 
some time this week. 
Resolved: The resident concerned be notified and the details noted. 
 
C17/68 a) Adopt the following revised documents: 
 
a) Standing orders amended  
b) Asset register  
c) Risk assessment and management amended 
Resolved: The revised documents were approved and adopted. 
 
C17/68 b) Approval of the Governance Statements by resolution. 
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In advance of approving the Accounting Statements. 
Resolved: The Governance Statements were approved and will now be forwarded to PKF 
the external auditors.   
           
C17/69 Finance 

 

Cllrs were requested to consider and approve the following:  

 

a) The Accounting Statements to March 2017 and transactions, were approved. 

b)  The Accounting Statement was received with the bank reconciliation for March 

 2017 and all were approved. 

c) The Accounting Statements were approved, signed and dated by the Chair. 

d) The bank mandate forms are to signed to enable the clerk to manage the  bank 

 account, the bank mandate forms will be signed by Cllr Vine-Hall and Cllr Glew. 

e)  The following cheques were approved: 

 

Resolved: The items a) to e) above were considered and approved. 

 

Resolved: The following cheques were approved: 

 

Payment for internal audit      £138.00 

(Keith Robertson) 

 

Insurance Aon Risk Solutions      £185.91 

(Public playing fields and recreation) 

 

Payment for Clerk (gross)       £134.00 

(training millage and time) 

 

Payment for Clerk (gross) 

(wages)  26/06/17 to 26/07/17)     £1350.00 

 

- HMRC        £TBC 

 

Rother District Council      £421.20 

(dog bins) 52 weeks  

 

Mobile phone top up       £21.49 

02/06/2017 

 

C17/70 Reports, Correspondence and Questions 

Cllr Vine-Hall requested reports, correspondence and questions from Members in brief, 

including items for the next agenda. 

a) Cllr Glew had a request from the tennis coach to hold a free tennis training lesson 

 open day and wanted the Parish Council not charge for the use that day. 

b) There was a discussion about the play ground duties. 

c) The Parish Council were sad to hear that Roy Dellow was hit by a car after the last 

 Parish Council meeting.  But they are glad he is well and thank him for attending the 

 meeting to raise issues about a particular planning application on the agenda. 

d) There was a general update to Cllrs on the Oral Hearing for the Neighbourhood Plan 

held at Rother DC on  the Sedlescombe Parish Plan.  The general consensus was that this 



 

6 
 

had been a  positive day for the Parish Council.  They are hopeful the plan will be 

supported. 

 

 

 

Cllr Ganly left the meeting at 8.20 

 
C17/71 Confidential item 

To move the following resolution: 'That in view of the confidential nature of the business 

about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the Press and Public be 

temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw in accordance with section 100A 

(2) and (4) of the LGA 1972'.  

a. A confidential item was held in confidential part of the meeting. 

b. The minutes of the confidential Parish Council meeting held on 3rd May were to be 

approved in the confidential part of the meeting. 

 

  The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  

  

  

  

   

  

Signed……………………………………… 

 

Date…………………………………………  

 


