
FINANCIAL REPORT TO ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 30 APRIL 2013 

The internal audit has been satisfactorily completed for the 2012-13 financial year.  During the year, the 

Council made a £200 donation towards the Women's Institute's village picnic to celebrate the Queen's 

Diamond Jubilee.  As part of the same celebrations, the "Welcome to Sedlescombe" board in the public car 

park was refurbished.  This board has been shown on the front cover of the Council's Annual Report. 

The Battle Community Bus is very important for some of our residents and, the Council has, therefore 

made a small contribution towards fuelling the bus. 

The changing of the tennis courts into a multi-use games area has taken a step forward.  Funding is secure 

and includes a Public Works Loan Board loan of £9,000 and a grant of £13,500 from Rother District 

Council's Community Fund as well as grants from other bodies.  The first part of the project is now 

complete with the installation of a  sports fence to replace the old chainlink fence.  When the weather is 

settled, the surface will be laid and one tennis net replaced. We hope the area will have lots of users who 

will use it sensibly. 

During the year, some of the Council's office equipment has been replaced.  This included up to date 

software which enabled a new modern website to be built which is suitable for viewing using mobile 

technology.  I hope you have been able to have a look at the website.  I have been asked about the photo 

on the Home Page - that is where was the photo taken?  Can you guess?  The answer will be included in 

the May Web News later this week.  So check it out by clicking the "Sedlescombe" button on the home 

page and then "Web News". 

By now, all householders will have received their Council Tax Bill for the 2013-14 financial year and may 

have seen that this year's precept has been set at £41,000 to cater for increased costs. 

Small increases in the Council Tax can be accounted for by the Parish Council's response to the public's 

requests for increased maintenance of grassed areas, particularly the Village Green whereby a contractor 

has been appointed to cut the grass on the Green on a weekly basis throughout the summer season.   Also 

repayment of the loan for the MUGA which started last week and will amount to nearly £1,000 p.a. 

including a  fixed interest of 1.91% over the next ten years. 

In order to keep the total costs as low as possible, the Council carefully considered every maintenance job 

in the Village and decided not to continue with a few of them and to try to get volunteers to do other jobs.  

One example is the application of weedkiller.  This will not be used this year around the Pumphouse or the 

car park but we have arranged for offenders under the Community Payback Scheme to  do hand-weeding 

instead. The  sportsfield car park which will still need to be treated  will be done by a volunteer.  There are 

other examples of jobs currently being done by volunteers and we are very grateful for the savings that 

this has allowed.   

A major change was introduced by Central Government with the replacement of the old council tax benefit 

scheme with a local council tax support scheme.  This has had the effect of removing some of the 

properties from the payment of council tax and increasing  payments the rest of  the properties are liable 

to pay.  This has resulted in a 14p/week rise for a Band D Council Taxpayer although, for this year, but 

maybe not in the future, Rother DC has made a grant which reduces this amount by half.  

 



The Council has been keen to do a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish and to include the employment of a 

Planning Consultant to help with the technical parts of the Plan.  At the moment, we are not certain of the 

total cost but, based on what other parishes told us, a sum has been included in the budget for this 

purpose.  We are fairly certain that grant aid will be also be available from the Government. 

Particularly because we are living in very uncertain economic times and the Parish Council is being pressed 

to take on more functions, members have highlighted the importance of maintaining funds in hand for 

future expenses.  For example, if Sedlescombe Parish Council was to agree to take over our car park and 

toilets, the full cost of maintaining them would have to be borne by Sedlescombe Council Taxpayers 

instead of the whole District.   To date, this has been strongly resisted by Sedlescombe Parish Council.  The 

subject is expected to be considered again at the next Council Meeting on 14 May.  

Please remember that you are always welcome to attend any of the meetings of the Council and its 

committees where similar matters are being discussed.  If the Chairman agrees, you can also speak on any 

matter on the agendas.  We look forward to seeing some of you during the year at our meetings. 

 

P J Raymond 

Clerk/Financial Officer, Sedlescombe Parish Council 
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