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Speeding Motorists beware...............! 
After a long agonising wait our 'Genesis Handheld 
Directional Radar Gun'  (or Speed Gun to you and 
me) has arrived!  Cllr. Parsons and his team are 
now armed and ready for action! 
If you are concerned about road safety and excess 
speed within the village, and would like to find out 
more about volunteering, please contact The Clerk   
.............or Cllr. John Parsons 01580 831996 

Our Neighbourhood Plan
Update 

 

Our Neighbourhood Plan passed its examination in February this year. It took 5 months to secure a 
meeting with the District Council due to the intervening elections.  The purpose of the meeting in July 
was to discuss how best to take the plan forward. As I reported in the last bulletin, the Inspector had 
recommended two major modifications to the plan which were entirely against the stated wishes of 
our community. We have addressed these issues with the District Council who are not required to take 
up the Inspector’s recommendations under certain circumstances which we believe we have fulfilled. 
The District Council decided to take legal advice on the proposals and options that were discussed to 
ensure the plan could not be challenged and that the correct process is followed. At the time of 
writing, we are still waiting to hear back from the District Council. It might be  a little frustrating 
that  as a community we expressed our clear preferences for where  and how much development 
should take place in Sedlescombe  just over two years ago through the large village survey and the 
well attended exhibition at the village hall, and still our plan has not come to referendum. However, we 
have had to overcome many obstacles not the least being that we were the first community to do a 
Neighbourhood Plan in Rother District. Whilst we have led the way, going first also had the 
drawback that the District Council was not resourced or sufficiently familiar with the process and we, 
as a Parish Council, have had to meet and overcome many obstacles placed in our way by the District 
Council. Five more Parishes have now followed us and are in the early stages on their Plans. 
Interestingly, they have all come to Sedlescombe for advice, help and support on how to prepare their 
Plans which we have freely given. Rother have now employed an officer specifically to support Parishes 
doing Neighbourhood Plans. 
 

It has taken longer than we expected but has cost considerably less than expected. 
 

What is most important is that we are committed to delivering a Neighbourhood Plan which is as 
close as possible to the clear and unambiguous wishes of our community. 

 

We are very close to achieving that goal. There is a little more work to be done and a good chance 
everyone will need to get involved again at least one more time before the referendum. There is truth 
in the expression. ‘Something worth having is worth fighting for’ and certainly worth the effort we 
have invested as a community.  
 

Jonathan Vine-Hall 
Chairman 
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Sedlescombe Jobs Network  
continues to successfully advertise job vacancies whilst 

promoting local business and events.  The Page has also seen 
a welcome rise of individuals posting domestic vacancies and 
we’ve also managed to help out finding the odd lost dog!! 

Find us on-line via Facebook or  
call Michelle Brister 01424 870589 for further information. 

 



Summer Fayre 2015....... 
 

With the demise of the annual Summer Fayre a small 
group came together to resurrect the Fayre for 2015, 
the basis being that local organisations and charities 
would raise money at the Fayre for their own particular 
cause. The bigger their input the more money they 
would raise and on the beautiful sunny afternoon of 
July 18th some 35 or so organisations raised, in most 
cases, serious amounts of money, the large number of 
visitors being very generous.  
At the same time the Garden Society held a very 
successful Summer Show. All of this happened at the 
Playing Fields thanks to the generosity of the Parish 
Council, the Sports Association and Pestalozzi.  
John Brownsdon ran his superb ‘Goose Poop 
Competition’ which raised lots of interest, lots of fun 
and the lucky winner received a cheque for £500. A 
similar amount went to the Doctor’s Surgery.  
The ‘Entertainments Committee’ organised a Music 
Night and Supper at the Village Hall starring Mike 
Hatchard and Herbie Flowers with the Doctor’s 
Surgery, again, benefitting to the tune of over £1,000. 
The Village Hall committee benefitted from the wine 
sales. Judy Torrance masterminded the Grand Draw 
and raised a further £600 plus in aid of village 
societies.  
My thanks to my small committee and the various 
groups, and individuals, for their input in making it such 
a memorable day. Thanks also to all the stall holders, 
the people who so generously spent their money and, 
of course, to the person who organised the weather! 
For 2016 the Fayre ‘Supremo’ will be Debby Veitch if 
you would like to be involved do contact the Parish 
Clerk...............................Peter Anson. 
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Over the next two bulletins we would like to introduce to you - 
and welcome to Parish Council - our two new Councillors.  
In the spotlight this edition is Cllr. John Page.............. 
John has lived in Sedlescombe for 15 years and was co-opted 
onto the Parish Council in 2015.   He is also  Secretary of the 
Sedlescombe Royal British Legion branch , an enthusiastic  
member of the Sedlescombe Garden Society and Secretary of 
the Ewhurst, Staplecross, Sedlescombe and Robertsbridge 
Conservative Branch.  He now chairs the Sedlescombe Public 
Playing Field & Recreation Ground Trust. 
After serving as an RAF officer for 26 years, he became an 
independent school bursar, latterly at Battle Abbey School 
where he worked for eight years.  This involved responsibility 
for financial management of the school, buildings and 
catering, company secretary, human resources, construction 
project management, health and safety,  
security, etc.  Now in retirement, John is  
an enthusiastic offshore sailor and an  
amateur carpenter. 
 

.....Watch this space for Cllr. Debra Veitch  

Pauline Raymond History Cup 
 

It is not too soon to start preparing your entry for next 
year’s Sedlescombe History Cup Competition.  The closing 
date will be Thursday 24 March 2016 which is the day 
before Good Friday.  Entries should be sent to Pauline 
Raymond at Woodland Cottage, Chapel Hill, Sedlescombe.   
Rules are simple – anyone can enter and the project 
should be a maximum of 10 pages long.  Subject matter 
should be based on past events that happened in 
Sedlescombe whether recent or back in history or on the 
lives of residents or the houses, businesses etc.  Historical 
fictional stories based on real events are also suitable.   
Pauline maintains the Sedlescombe Archive Collection and 
is keen to obtain further copies of Sedlescombe photos, 
postcards or other documents for inclusion in the 
Collection. 

The Sedlescombe Branch of the Royal British Legion 
 

will hold their Annual General Meeting at the Queens Head  
at 10.30 on 21st October 2015 

 

All current and prospective members are invited to attend.  
As well as collecting for the Poppy Appeal each year the 

RBL is locally active in providing support where necessary 
to armed forces and ex-armed forces personnel and their 

families.  Whether you are ex-military yourself or not, your 
support as a member and your contribution to the 

forthcoming Poppy Appeal will be greatly appreciated.  
Please contact the Secretary,  

John Page on 01424 879455 if you are interested in joining 
or helping with the Poppy Appeal collection. 

Sedlescombe Public Playing Field            
and Recreation Ground Trust 

is part of the Parish Council and looks after the 
Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA), the children's 
playing area and the adjacent grassed area. 

The Trust is currently looking at possible  
improvements to this area.  Any requests or ideas 

that would increase the enjoyment of these grounds 
for all age groups would be appreciated by the 
Chairman of the Trust-John Page who can be 

contacted at 01424 870455 or john.page3@me.com 

Sedlescombe Parish Council 
Annual Report and Directory 2016............ 

 

We will soon be starting work on our Annual Report and 
Directory for 2016!  If you have any photographs of  life in 
Sedlescombe that we could include in the Directory, The 
Clerk would be most pleased to receive them. 
Local business' are invited to advertise for a small fee. Not 
only does this promote your business it also helps towards 
the cost of printing the booklet and enables us to provide a 
free copy to every household in the Village.  If you are 
interested in advertising space please contact The Clerk 
for more details. 
We are also keen to promote our local clubs and 
organisations, so please do get in touch and let us know 
about you. 

Want to know what is happening in Sedlescombe? 
Sedlescombe News is a weekly news-sheet produced by a 
team of volunteers which comes out every Friday. Available 
from Sedlescombe Village Shop at 20p. If you have any 
items for inclusion, these can be left at the Village Shop - by 
12 noon on Wednesdays please. Entries are FREE.  
The Editorial team is totally voluntary and they are always on 

the lookout for additional helpers.  If you are interested in 
getting involved, please contact 870258 


