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 Enter the Free Prize Draw.   Every 
completed questionnaire gives you the 
opportunity to enter a free prize draw 
for one of three vouchers to 
Blackbrooks (details on the survey). 

We need everyone to participate to 
get the maximum response from 
every adult in every house so please 
fill in the survey and make sure the 
other adults in your house do too! 
Deadline for completion is Friday the 
19th of July. 

Thank you in advance for your 
involvement and support. 

Jonathan Vine-Hall,  
Chairman Sedlescombe Parish Council 

 

Why so many questions?  To best 
determine what new facilities we 
might need in Sedlescombe, where 
new housing should go and what is 
the best type of new housing, we 
need to understand how everyone 
uses the village and its facilities and 
some information about everyone’s 
current housing and work.  The 
government requires all new 
housing to be ‘sustainable’. That 
means, for example, we have to 
make sure it is located nearest the 
facilities we use most and is within 
easy walking distance to encourage 
reduced use of cars.  None of this 
information will be kept or used for 
any other purpose so I would 
appreciate your help in allowing us 
to get an overall picture of the 
current state of Sedlescombe. There 
is space on the back for any 
comments you want to add that are 
not covered in the survey. 
 
Neighbourhood Planning is about 
community involvement rather 
than letting someone else in 
government tell you where 
development is going to be you get 
to have a direct say. 
 

Everyone over 18 can fill in the 
survey. We want to hear the views of 
every adult in Sedlescombe. So we 
have included enough survey forms 
for your household. If we have not 
given you enough please contact the 
Parish Clerk (details on the back). 
We’ll be asking those under 18 for 
their opinions too at a different time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Hopefully, you already know that 
the Parish Council is developing a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  This plan will 
determine where development of 
groups of 6 or more houses will be 
sited over the next 15 years. 
 
Why are we doing this plan? 
Whether we like it or not we are 
being required by the government 
and the district council to accept 
some level of new development. 
We can’t stop the development but 
by doing a Neighbourhood Plan we 
can determine where development 
is sited, the size of development and 
how it looks.   Doing the plan will 
also increase the amount of funds 
we receive which can be used to 
improve our parish infrastructure 
and facilities. 
 
Have your say!  By completing the 
enclosed survey it is your 
opportunity to give us the building 
blocks to start to form a plan and 
help set the criteria for selecting 
suitable sites for development. You 
will be able to give your views on 
these sites later in the year. 
 
 
 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN SURVEY SPECIAL 
 

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 2013 
The new format of the Assembly held 
in the Hall on 30 April was very well 
received.  More than 130 attended 
and heard interesting reports from 
representatives from the School and 
Pestalozzi. 
 
In his report, Jonathan Vine-Hall, 
Chairman of the Parish Council, 
focused on Superfast Broadband, 
Volunteering and Neighbourhood 
Planning.  He chaired a question and 
answer panel with County Cllr Peter 
Jones CBE, District Cllr Tony Ganly 
and PCSO Demi.  Highway questions 
predominated ranging from potholes, 
gritting, yellow lines, parking, the size 
and speed of vehicles through the 
Village, speeding in country lanes to 
grass cutting, litter, housing, Spilstead 
Airstrip, dog fouling and fly-tipping.   
The Council will be addressing the 
issues raised during the coming year. 
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PARKING & TRAFFIC 
The recent traffic survey carried out over a five-day 
period by residents and members of the Parish Council 
highlighted several issues residents had expressed at the 
Parish Assembly.   
 
The information gathered confirmed the volume of 
traffic passing through our Village has increased over 
recent years, as expected.   
 
The percentage of vehicles exceeding the speed limit has 
also increased.  These issues will be addressed over the 
weeks to come by undertaking increased monitoring of 
vehicles through the village by trained operatives, under 
the supervision of the Police.  The aim of the exercise is 
not to catch vehicles speeding, but to make drivers 
aware that if you drive in Sedlescombe, you must not 
speed. 

 

 
The question of parking is also a contentious issue and a 
report being prepared for the Parish Council will suggest 
that parking in certain areas of the Village ought to be 
improved. 
MANY THANKS TO ALL THOSE VOLUNTEERS WHO ARE 

HELPING WITH THIS CAMPAIGN 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FLAGPOLE PROPOSED FOR VILLAGE GREEN 
After more than a year, the Parish Council has had to 
tell the Sedlescombe Branch of the British Legion that, 
after all, it will not be allowed to install a permanent 
flagpole on the Village Green. 
 
The Legion's most recent proposal was to have a 
permanent flagpole but only fly the Union Flag on 18 
particular flag-flying days each year. 
 
Village greens have over the years been given special 
protection by various Acts of Parliament and it is the 
Commons Act 1876 that stops any installation that does 
not "improve the enjoyment of the green".  This is 
despite the fact that Rother District Council has granted 
planning permission for the flagpole.  These are 
completely separate issues. 
 
At its meeting in March this year, the Council decided 
that regrettably, because of this legal advice, it could 
not allow a permanent flagpole on the Green.   
 
At a British Legion Branch meeting on 19 June, to which 
the Chairman and Clerk had been invited, members 
decided they had no option but to look for an 
alternative suitable site in Sedlescombe for the flagpole. 

SUPERFAST BROADBAND 
East Sussex County Council has announced that it 
signed a contract with BT on 31 May.  The deal 
between BT and the County Council builds on BT’s 
on-going fibre broadband rollout which means that 
96% of homes and businesses are expected to be 
able to access superfast broadband services (24 
megabits per second and above) within the next 
three years.  The £35m project will also ensure that 
every property in East Sussex is able to access a 
broadband service of at least 2mbps by 2016. 
 
The County Council says it is too early to give more 
details of the deployment.  BT needs to carry out 
planning work and site surveys to confirm exactly 
which postcodes will be covered and when rollout 
will commence.  Communities will be kept 
informed. 
 
 

See the online "Sedlescombe Web News" for May for much 
fuller details of the Annual Assembly on 30 April 2013. 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN EXHIBITION – make a note -  
14-15 SEPTEMBER EACH DAY IN THE HALL 

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF THE TENNIS COURTS 
Because resurfacing is taking place, it has been 
necessary to close the courts for all uses for six weeks 
during this summer.  It will re-open as a multi-use 
games area or MUGA.  We are really sorry that this will 
involve some of the school holidays but unfortunately 
the weather has delayed the start of the work. 


