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NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS 
The Council is pleased to welcome 
two new councillors appointed in 
July. They are Peter Anson who lives 
in Stream Lane and John Parsons 
from Swailes Green.  Peter will serve 
on the Sports Association Committee 
and John will join Cllr Glew 
representing the Council on Rother 
Association of Local Councils.   
 
 

 CODE OF CONDUCT FOR 
SEDLESCOMBE COUNCILLORS 
As required under the Localism Act, a 
new Code of Conduct for Councillors 
was adopted at a meeting of 
Sedlescombe Parish Council in July.  
Members’ interests can be seen on 
www.sedlescombe.org.uk. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL OPPOSES  
BREDE LANE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Since November 2011, the Parish Council has been entirely opposed to the 
private development of a valued green space in Brede Lane.  The field 
which is currently outside the Sedlescombe Development Boundary is part 
of the countryside and can be seen clearly from the Sportsfield and 
surrounding public footpaths as well as from Brede Lane itself.   
 
In September of this year, the developer held a public exhibition in the 
village hall to inform residents of his tentative proposals which have not yet 
been submitted for planning approval.  One part of the scheme is a housing 
development of 50 new dwellings.  For comparison, there are 42 properties 
in Park Shaw and Orchard Way together and 39 in Gorselands.  The 
developer plans to include open space and a new footpath linking with an 
existing public footpath.  A new pre-school building, a new school sports 
hall and two school play areas are also proposed.  Several new accesses off 
Brede Lane would be installed with a parking/drop off area for 40 cars. 
 
The Parish Council’s opposition is centred on the unsuitability of Brede Lane 
to take any additional development.  Since the 1960s, Brede Lane has been 
developed on either side not only with residential properties, but there is 
also the School, which in September had 209 pupils, and the popular 
Doctors’ Surgery.  The public car park means that more vehicles are using 
the Lane as well.  Cars and often much larger farm traffic and lorries are 
constantly manoeuvring in Brede Lane which is narrow with poor visibility 
in parts.  This is especially difficult at school arrival and departure times 
when the car park is totally inadequate for the large number of vehicles.  
Many will have experienced being pushed up on to the pavement to allow 
another vehicle to pass.  If we use the County Council’s calculations, up to 
550 additional vehicle movements a day could be generated by 50 new 
homes.  In addition, there would be extra pre-school traffic! 
 
The Parish Council is opposed to any development of this site.  50 is three 
times the total maximum number of properties included in future plans for 
the whole of Sedlescombe up to 2028.  If new houses have to be built, the 
Parish Council supports development of much smaller blocks of land away 
from Brede Lane and is currently working with Rother District Council to 
identify appropriate areas. 
Because of considerable concerns of the Parish Council and in the Village 

generally, the Chairman is calling a Parish Meeting to be held in 
Sedlescombe Village Hall on FRIDAY 30 NOVEMBER, 7.30-9pm.   If you 

wish to speak, please give notice to the Parish Clerk prior to the meeting. 
 

 
 

NEW VACANCY 
Local residents now have a further 
opportunity to apply to join the 
Council following Julian Heap’s move 
from the Village. 
The form can be obtained on the 
website or from the Parish Clerk. 
Applications must reach the Parish 
Clerk by 5pm on FRIDAY 26 
OCTOBER.     Please also send an A4 
page giving your interests and why 
you would like to be a parish 
councillor.  

http://www.sedlescombe.org.uk/
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SUCCESS – NEW MUGA TO GO AHEAD! 
The redevelopment of the old tennis courts in the Village 
into a multi-use games area, known as a MUGA, is soon 
to be a reality following a very useful £13,500 grant from 
the Rother Community Grant Fund.  This will cover 50% 
of the cost of a new surface and lining and a new sports 
fence.  The remainder of the funding will come from a 
£9,000 low interest loan and other local grants. 
 
It was a shame that Sedlescombe’s lottery application 
for a larger grant towards installing a mini-kickers’ 
football pitch for the under 6s and outdoor gym 
equipment next to the MUGA was pipped to the post. 
This was   because of the high number of applications 
received by SportsEngland.  The pitch and equipment 
have had to be dropped for the time being. 
 
The MUGA should be ready for re-opening sometime 
next spring depending on weather conditions.   
General public use is expected to remain free of charge 
and hopefully there will be opportunities to make better 
use of the area by a range of sports. 

 
ROMAN INTEREST AT PESTALOZZI 
At Pestalozzi’s request, an independent research group 
has been carrying out some work over the summer to 
see whether anything else can be found to extend our 
knowledge of the Roman’s use of Oaklands Park for the 
mining and smelting of iron.  It has long been known 
that this was an important site from the 1st century and 
it is suspected that there was probably a wharf in 
Sedlescombe where iron was loaded for transportation 
down the River Brede.  The River was a quarter of a mile 
wide at that time and the water level 3 metres higher 
than at present.  Geophysical investigation of the 
Sportsfield Car Park has also been undertaken in the last 
few months prior to the commencement of work to 
double the car park’s size. 
 

2013 ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY.   The date for next 
year’s Annual Assembly has been set at Tuesday 30 April 
in Sedlescombe Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
 

NEW FLAGPOLE FOR THE VILLAGE GREEN.  
Members of the Sedlescombe British Legion Branch 
would like to have a flagpole on the Green and this has 
been approved by the Parish Council in principle.  
Planning permission for the flagpole has yet to be 
obtained.  Recently the Government has relaxed flag-
flying rules which will allow more types of flags to be 
flown without special approval.  The Parish Council is 
expected to consider the flag flying principles for the 
Village Green at its meeting on 20/11/12. 
 

NEW TRAFFIC & PARKING STUDY 
Eight years ago, a group of residents calling themselves 
“Sedlescombe Traffic Action Group” presented an 
excellent report to the Council.  Now, with the increase 
in speed and volume of traffic, the Parish Council has set 
up an advisory committee to look at the whole problem 
again.   Road safety, parking and access are priorities 
within the Village, in particular the central Village area.  
Throughout the next 3 months, a study will be 
undertaken to monitor parking and speeding within the 
Parish, and it is hoped that possible solutions to 
improve the current situation will be forthcoming.  If 
you think you have any ideas, which may contribute to 
the study and possibly improve the situation, please 
send them to Rod Eldridge at 15 Park Shaw TN33 0PP or 
by e-mail at rodeldridge@lineone.net.  You are also 
invited to attend the next Advisory Committee meeting 
in Room 2 of the Village Hall on Tuesday 6 November at 
6pm.  Please bring along ideas and comments. 
 

TRAFFIC SPEED 
It might be possible for us to arrange to use a Speed 
Indicator Device through the Village for a few days if we 
can find enough volunteers to man it.  Training will be 
given.  Again contact Rod Eldridge as above if you would 
like to be included.  We need to know by 6 November. 

 

PARKING ON GRASS VERGES 
With winter rapidly approaching, please remember that 
grass verges should neither be parked on nor driven 
over because the damage takes a long time to repair.  
 

SEDLESCOMBE’S GEESE 

 
 

DIRECTORY AMENDMENT 
We are sorry to report that Roger Messetter of J&R 
Joinery has died.  Please delete his advert from your 
copy of the 2012 Directory . 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS are open to the public.  
Next main meeting:  TUESDAY 20 NOVEMBER AT 7PM, 
Committee Room 2 of the Village Hall.  Come along 
and hear debates relating to very local issues. 
  
 
. 
 
 
 

We are fortunate to have 
skilful artists in the Village 
who are willing to help out 
from time to time.  Bob 
Harris asked his neighbour 
Mike Constable if he could 
design a sign to warn drivers 
to take care of our geese.  
This is what he came up 
with.  Look out for the sign 
on the Village Green. 
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