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RETIREMENT OF LONG SERVING COUNCILLORS 
Three long-serving councillors have retired in the last six months.  These are 
Valerie Wright who was a councillor for 17 years (13 as Chairman), Anthony 
Rand who had been Valerie’s Vice-Chairman throughout her chairmanship 
and Pat Martin who joined the Council nearly 30 years ago.  For many 
years, he was the Council’s Chairman of Planning. 

 
 

The Council and the whole Sedlescombe community are grateful to these 
three people for all their dedication and hard work.  Valerie was presented 
with a Mark Fisher painting at the Annual Parish Assembly in April. 
 

NEW CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 
At the Annual Council Meeting in May, Cllr Jonathan Vine-Hall was elected 
as Chairman of the Council with Cllr Pauline Glew as the Vice-Chairman. 

 
 
 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN 

John Reynolds (870956) was 
appointed Chairman of the 
Sedlescombe Parish Council Planning 
Committee in May. 

 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER STANDING FOR THE COUNCIL 
Following Anthony Rand’s resignation, Rod Eldridge has joined the Council.  
There are currently two vacancies still to be filled.  Although the current 
Local Authority position is very challenging, members can still make a 
valuable contribution to the community life of the Village.   
 

The closing date for applications to fill the vacancies is 5pm on 
FRIDAY 29 JUNE 2012.  Further details can be found on the 

Council’s website (see address at top of this page) or by 
telephoning Pauline Raymond on 01424 870508. 

     
 

FLAG 
At the Assembly in April, Ray 
Pilbeam, Chairman of the 
Sedlescombe Branch of the British 
Legion asked the Council to consider 
installing a flagpole on the Village 
Green for the display of the Union 
Flag on various important occasions.  
Subsequently, the Council agreed in 
principle but asked the Legion to 
obtain further information regarding 
people willing to contribute towards 
the cost and those willing to join a 
rota for raising and lowering the flag 
as appropriate.  Ray’s phone number 
is 870167 if you would like to help 

PROPOSED REPOSITIONING 
OF THE RECYCLING BINS 

The idea of finding a different 
position for the recycling bins was 
raised again at the Assembly.   Later, 
Councillors decided that the current 
position is central and suitable and 
that they should remain there. 



 
 
 

Correspondence to the Clerk to the Parish Council, Mrs Pauline Raymond, 01424 870508, Woodland Cottage, 
Chapel Hill, Sedlescombe, Battle, East Sussex TN33 0QX   sedlescombe@freezone.co.uk 

 

 

BUDGET CAR COMPANY.  In the past, residents 

told the Parish Council that the activities of the Budget 
Car Company were not acceptable in our Village.  The 
Company’s repeated contravention of planning and 
environmental laws resulted in Rother District Council 
taking a second prosecution to the Magistrate’s Court 
and the imposition of a substantial fine. 
 

VACANT LAND.  The land vacated by Budget Car 

Company has been put up for sale or to let.  Serious 
consideration was given by the Parish Council to buying 
the vacant land following the raising of the subject at 
the Assembly and receipt of representations from a 
number of local people.  The asking price was, however, 
very high for such a small piece of land.   
 

LOCAL AMENITIES.  Currently, in an effort to 

reduce their overall expenditure, district and county 
councils are looking to parish councils to decide whether 
certain amenities are wanted locally and if they are to 
pay for them.  Already this year, in Sedlescombe this has 
included the Brede Lane car park and public 
conveniences, a path from the car park to the School 
and a proposed school crossing patrol person.   
Sedlescombe Parish Council already has legal 
responsibilities in the Village and attempts to make 
improvements which are supported by the majority.  
Shortage of money in the economy does not help the 
availability of grants and donations which are sometimes 
available from other bodies.  
 

SPORTSFIELD CAR PARK.  Due to the dedication 

of lots of sportspeople, our Sedlescombe Junior Football 
Club is very successful and popular with a membership 
of around 200.  Although this is really good, it does 
present problems with parking at weekends.  Cars spill 
onto Ladybird Lane causing severe obstruction.  The 
Sports Association, aided by the Parish Council, has been 
trying to solve this and has submitted a planning 
application to extend the existing Sportsfield Car Park.  
By including a large amount of voluntary labour, the 
expected cost has been kept low and it had been hoped 
that grant aid from the Sussex Community Foundation 
would be forthcoming.  Unfortunately, increased 
applications for this round of funding meant that the 
Sedlescombe project did not receive any funding from 
the Foundation. Further consideration on where funding 
can be obtained will be take place and, hopefully, the 
work will be completed before the next football season. 
 

DIRECTORY AMENDMENTS.  Please delete 

“Altec Electrical Services” from your copy of the 2012 
Directory as it is no longer trading. 

 

PLAYING FIELD TRUST LAND.  The Parish 

Council is the sole Trustee of the land with tennis courts 
and children’s playground next to the Bridge Garage.  
Because this is charitable land, the Council must always 
consider how the land should be used to further the 
aims of the charity. To this end, a Sport Improvement 
and Encouragement Scheme has been devised to 
improve recreational facilities and an application for 
substantial funding made to SportEngland.  The result of 
the application should be known by early July and, if 
successful, work will be put in hand to improve the 
tennis courts and to make them more suitable for 
netball and football as well as tennis, to build a new 
“mini-kickers” football pitch for the under-6s and to 
provide several pieces of outdoor gym equipment.  If 
funding is not obtained, it will be back to the drawing 
board. 
 

EAST VIEW TERRACE GARAGE 
REDEVELOPMENT.  Despite vigorous opposition 

from residents of the Terrace and also from the Parish 
Council, planning permission has been granted for the 
garages to be demolished and eight homes built in their 
place.  Following approval, the Parish Council is now 
turning its attention to getting a layby installed on the 
eastern side of the older part of the Estate to help 
alleviate the parking problems and obstruction that will 
inevitably arise. 
 

CONGESTION IN BREDE LANE.  The Parish 

Council has been trying hard to get the County and 
District Councils to see the problems being caused by 
additional development in and off of Brede Lane 
especially around the school and surgery.   
 
Our PCSO, Demi, devoted a week recently to working 
with the School to improve the parking situation 
morning and afternoon at school times.  The Parish 
Council is also involved with discussions and will 
continue to press for any possible improvements.  
Unfortunately, the current policy for filling school places 
means that the majority of children being brought to 
Sedlescombe School do not live in the Village and must, 
therefore, arrive by car.  If more parents/carers were 
willing to drive to the village hall car park and allow 
their children to walk from there with the “Walking 
Bus”, the situation would at least be eased in the 
mornings. 
 

PARKING ADVISORY COMMITTEE.  With so 

many parking problems in the Village, the Council has 
approved a new “Parking Advisory Committee” which is 
expected to report on its findings to the Parish Council 
at the beginning of next year. 
 


