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ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF  
THE PARISH MEETING OF SEDLESCOMBE

TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORS OF SEDLESCOMBE

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PARISH 
MEETING OF SEDLESCOMBE TO BE HELD IN SEDLESCOMBE VILLAGE HALL ON 

TUESDAY 28 APRIL 2009 AT 7.30PM 

The table displays by local organisations and businesses will be ready from 
7pm and will remain after the meeting when you will be welcome to stay for 

tea or coffee

AGENDA

Chairman’s Opening Remarks1. 
Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting of 2. 
Sedlescombe held on 29 April 2008 (pages 2-5 of this Report)
Report by County Councillor Peter Jones3. 
Report by District Councillor Tony Ganly4. 
Sedlescombe Parish Council Report (pages 10-14 of this Report)5. 
Any other business.6. 

             Signed    Valerie Wright - Chairman of Sedlescombe Parish Council

IMAGES FROM 2008 SEDLESCOMBE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

Cover:  View from Cottage Lane, Sedlescombe
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  Volunteers are an essential part of rural community life 
and I am always encouraged by the number of people 
who are willing to work on a voluntary basis in 
Sedlescombe.  Whether it is our parish councillors, 
school governors, charity trustees, committee members 
or manual workers, they all play a very important role. 

Three parish councillors are worthy of special mention for their voluntary work 
this year.  At the last Annual Parish Assembly, Cllr Pat Martin was congratulated 
on 25 years of service to the Parish Council.  Pat is always active in the Village 
but, this year, he and his wife Sally have been working with our local primary 
schoolchildren to plant many horse chestnut trees around the Village in order 
to provide replacements for those trees that have been struck by the virulent 
bleeding canker disease.  Hopefully, in the future, in Sedlescombe there will 
still be the opportunity for children to play conkers.

Cllr Anthony Rand has had his work cut out as he has adopted the role of 
Project Manager for the replacement of the Sedlescombe Pavilion at the 
sportsfield.  This has entailed liaising with the contractors and also with the 
Sports Association Committee and Sedlescombe Youth Project Members.  We 
are very confident that his work will result in an excellent facility which will be 
well used by the community.

Although it has not been an easy year for Cllr Ralph Dellow, he has, with the 
help of Reg Glew and Jonathan Vine-Hall, continued to work on our public 
footpaths, particularly replacing stiles with gates.  Ralph has also been a part 
of the group of people who have arranged many events since September 2006 
which have not only entertained us but have also raised very worthwhile sums 
of money which have been put towards the cost of the work at the pavilion.  
The Council is grateful for the work of the whole of this fund-raising group 
under the chairmanship of Judy Torrance.  

In addition, despite not intending to be involved with the playing of sport at 
the field, several local people volunteered to fit out the inside of the portacabin 
which has been used on a temporary basis while we have been without a 
pavilion.  We are grateful for their expertise.

I hope you will bring your comments and questions on any relevant subjects 
to the Assembly on the 28 April.  I am sure that we will, as usual, have a very 
interesting meeting.                                         

March 2009

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION



2
 

www.sedlescombe.org.uk

29 April 2008, Sedlescombe Village Hall, 19:30 to 21:00 
 
PRESENT: Councillor V Wright (Chairman of the Parish Council) in the chair, 
Cllr A Rand (Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council).   Parish Councillors W 
Cameron, R Dellow, P Glew, M Irwin, P Martin, J Mitchell.  Mrs P Raymond 
(Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer, Sedlescombe Parish Council) - Minute 
Taker.  County Councillor Peter Jones, District Councillor Tony Ganly. 115 
members of the public.

Chairman's Opening Remarks.1.  The Chairman opened the meeting by 
welcoming all present and thanking volunteers and businesses for their 
contribution to Village life. Eighteen display tables were set up around the 
hall by: Further Adult Education; Pavilion; Rother Seniors; Sedlescombe News; 
Junior Diabetes; Chapel Hill Church; Preschool and Jellybeans; Sedlescombe 
WI; Pestalozzi International Village; Sedlescombe CE School; Hastings Fly 
Fishers' Club; Sussex Police; Hastings & St.Leonards Bowmen; Short mat bowls; 
Neighbourhood Watch; Royal British Legion; Sedlescombe & District Garden 
Society. A special mention was made of local businesses, represented at the 
Assembly by John & Jenny Mainwood of Sedlescombe Stores. The shop now 
has environmentally-friendly bags, are extending their range of fresh meat and 
are encouraging people to order their foreign currency from the Post Office. 
They will be having "My Shop, Your Shop" Tea Party in June. The Chairman 
urged everyone to support all our Village businesses.

Waste and Recycling.2.  Madeleine Gorman, Head of Amenities at Rother 
District Council. Ms Gorman had offered to attend the Assembly to inform 
residents why green bins had not been delivered as promised. The reason is a 
three-month long dispute with the contractor, Verdant, over incorrect budget 
forecasts. She said that the next phase of the Garden Waste Collection Scheme 
is due to roll out shortly. However, no firm dates and confirmation of the roads 
that are to be included has been provided by Verdant, although it is known that 
214 Sedlescombe properties will be included.

Ms Gorman answered questions and provided information regarding waste/
recycling and litter. These included what plastic can and cannot be recycled 
through the doorstep waste collection system and how residents have been 
informed, current opportunity to link with Wealden DC for disposal of cardboard 
which is being investigated by Rother, Rother's policy to accept steel cans only 
and not aluminium foil because of the requirements of the recycling facility, 
litter collection in accordance with priorities specified in the national Clean 
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 

2008 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY MINUTES
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County Councillor Peter Jones.3.  Copies of papers regarding the County 
Council 2008-09 budget briefing and the County Council 2007-08 achievement 
summary had been left on the chairs. Cllr Jones congratulated the Parish 
Council on its excellent work for the Village. 

In his report to the Assembly, Cllr Jones spoke about the difficulty in sustaining 
and improving services for residents with very poor central government funding 
for the last five years (0.9% pa). Despite this and the need to keep council tax 
down, the County Council has been able to make cuts but still invest in schools 
and the elderly as well as social services. In the future, Cllr Jones hopes to work 
with other authorities to provide joint support services and thus make further 
savings. The aim is to cut Council Tax in the future. He spoke of the County 
Council's notable successes, particularly being voted the best web site in the 
country.

He spoke as the past-Chairman of the Sussex Police Authority when he said 
how well the Sussex Police serves the community and that crime has fallen 
over the last two years.

Residents asked questions about parking in Eastbourne; roadworks in Battle 
Road and heavy lorries through the Village. 

PCSO Demetrius Georghiou was congratulated on how well he had settled into 
his work in Sedlescombe.

District Councillor Tony Ganly.4.  Copies of papers regarding Rother District 
Council had been left on the chairs. Cllr Ganly also congratulated the Parish 
Council and thanked the Clerk and members for their assistance since he was 
elected last May. Cllr Ganly reported that he had been impressed with Rother 
Council which is doing a good job despite the overpowering amount of central 
government guidance. At the forefront is the need to reduce expenditure but 
still provide the important services required by residents. Cllr Ganly spoke of 
the decision to remove the officer time from Battle Partnership which had 
resulted in much opposition in the press. The other two items concerned the 
proposed removal of BT pay-phones from Sedlescombe and other areas and 
the forthcoming youth meeting next Tuesday 6 May at 7pm.

Residents made several comments relating to Cllr Ganly's report.

Minutes.5.  It was moved by Mrs Martin, seconded by Mr Burgess and resolved 
by a show of hands - That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Assembly 
of the Parish Meeting held on 24/04/07 are approved.

2008 Annual Assembly Minutes
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Sedlescombe Parish Council Report.6.  The Council's Annual Report had been 
distributed to every house in the parish. Copies were available in the hall.  
The Chairman informed the meeting about the details of the soil transfer to 
Monk Lakes near Staplehurst from first of all the College site in Hastings and 
now the Tesco site in St.Leonards. Cllr Wright agreed with Cllr Jones who had 
suggested that the Parish Council should, in future work with not only Rother 
District Council but also Hastings Borough Council to ensure that they specify 
in planning approvals routes to be taken for the removal of spoil from sites that 
could affect Sedlescombe Village. Cllr Wright's suggestion that Tesco should be 
asked for a donation to a village project in compensation for the disturbance 
that has been caused was enthusiastically supported.

The other subject that the Chairman reported on was the current youth club 
project where the young people had obtained funding for a youth club in the 
redundant East View scout hut before it had been set alight and subsequently 
demolished. A replacement building on the same site is wanted but, at the 
moment, Rother Homes is using a tracing agency to try to find relatives of the 
leaseholders so that the land can be released. She highlighted the work of Sue 
Manwaring (Youth Development), Craig Atkins (Orbit Housing Association) 
and Angela Sharman (Rother Homes) who had been working tirelessly on this 
project. Temporary accommodation is being sought and the work continues. 
The valuable temporary use by the young people of a room in the pub was 
acknowledged.

Mrs Raymond (Clerk/RFO) gave a financial report for 2007-8 and 2008-9 to 
support the paper that had been left on the chairs. She also informed the 
meeting regarding the cost plan and budget for the proposed pavilion and 
details of the Big Lottery grant application, results of which are awaited. She 
had included on the provided paper, details of the likely cost of a £50,000 loan 
to the community.

Any other business.7.  The following matters were raised from the floor:

Double white lines, Church Hill.•  Matter raised last year. Any update? 
The Parish Council had met County Council representatives on site. 
Unfortunately, if double white lines were to be provided at the top of 
Church Hill, no parking would be allowed on either side of the road 
outside the Church. These lines would not be supported by Sussex Police 
because there have been no accidents caused by overtaking.
New business park, Queensway, Hastings.•  Concern was expressed 
about the possibility of soil being moved from the new business park 
site in Hastings.

2008 Annual Assembly Minutes
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Lorries• . The Parish Council was thanked for their efforts to find out what 
is happening with these lorries but it is the speed that is of real concern. 
Inspector Keating informed the meeting that Demi is able to use a "speed 
gun" to identify speeding vehicles. She suggested that, if speeding 
vehicles are identified, the Police can go back to their companies with 
the information about bad driving. She is still waiting for a reply from the 
Police Roads Policing Department regarding what could be done by that 
Department in Sedlescombe. Mrs Dellow (Neighbourhood Watch Co-
ordinator) reminded the meeting that bad driving reports can be made 
through Operation Crackdown.
Front cover of Annual Report/Directory. • Some residents objected to 
one of the photographs on the front cover of the Parish Council Report/
Directory which shows an overflowing dog bin.
Care homes.•   Ron Sunderland reported on a major project to bring in 
three new social care homes, one in Westfield. He is on the Committee.
Interactive 30mph signs at either end of the Village•  - awaiting EDF to 
connect.
Sports pavilion.•  There was a general debate regarding paying for the 
pavilion. The following matters were raised:

What contribution will be made by the Sports Association? • 
Should not obtain a loan but should wait until there is sufficient • 
funding available before undertaking the work. Should recover costs 
in additional fees for use of the field and then do the building. 
In favour of a pavilion despite not wanting to use it herself. • 
Thank Grant Burberry for bringing the pub back to life and for • 
chairing the Sports Association. Grant reported that the Association 
is happy now with the size of the proposed pavilion and believes it 
can manage to support it in the future. If we have a pavilion that we 
can be proud of, it will encourage more people to take part in sport. 
We must build the pavilion now. 

Thanks.  The Chairman thanked the ladies providing tea and coffee, her 
councillors and the Clerk. Cllr Rand (Vice-Chairman) thanked Cllr Wright for 
being such an excellent Chairman.

Presentation to Cllr Martin.  Finally, Cllr Wright made a presentation of a golf 
bag to Cllr Pat Martin who has been a member of Sedlescombe Parish Council 
for 25 years having joined in 1983. She paid tribute to Pat's willingness to work 
for the benefit of the Village, both by chairing committees such as Planning and 
Emergency and by doing practical work.

For Signature by Cllr Valerie Wright at the 2009 Annual Assembly

2008 Annual Assembly Minutes
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CLLR VALERIE WRIGHT, 01424 870220, Chairman.  Valerie Wright joined the 
Council in 1995, becoming Chairman in 1999.  Valerie is ex-officio 
member of every Council committee and represents the Council at 
many meetings of outside bodies.  In the past year, Valerie has been 
actively involved with looking for funding for the new sports pavilion.  
She is a founder member of the Friendship Club. 

CLLR ANTHONY RAND, 01424 870722, Vice-Chairman.  Anthony Rand joined 
the Council in 1995 and is currently its Vice-Chairman.  He is an 
ex-officio member of every Council committee. This year, Cllr Rand 
has been the Project Manager for the building of the new sports 
pavilion and has worked closely with the contractors on site and with 
members of the Sports Association.  Outside Council work, Anthony 

is on the Parochial Church Council and is Chairman of the Friends of 
the Parish Church, helping to raise funds for the preservation of the building and 
the Churchyard. 

CLLR PAT MARTIN, 01424 870353, Chairman of Planning Committee.  At 
last year’s Annual Assembly, Cllr Martin was presented with a golf bag 
to acknowledge 25 years work with the Council.  Pat is Sedlescombe’s 
long-standing Tree Warden and, this year, he has been encouraging 
the Primary Schoolchildren to look after Horse Chestnut Trees and 
has, with his wife Sally, planted hundreds of small horse chestnut 
saplings in the Village.  He has also been coppicing his own woodland 

to improve the habitat for butterflies.  As well as being Chairman of the Planning 
Committee, Pat sits on the Council’s Finance Committee.  

CLLR MARY IRWIN, 01424 870570.  A retired schoolteacher, Mary  Irwin joined     
the Council in 1990.  She is a member of the Finance Committee and of 

its Crime & Safety Advisory Committee.  She is one of the Council’s 
two representatives on the Rother Association of Local Councils.  
Outside Council life, Mary is a member of Sedlescombe WI and has, 
for many years, worked for infant welfare in the Village, as well as 

being a Village Hall Trustee and Primary School Governor. 

CLLR BILL CAMERON, 01424 870013.  Bill Cameron has been a parish councillor 
since 2001.  He serves on the Planning Committee where his expertise is 
invaluable.  Bill belongs to the Friends of the Pestalozzi Estate, Friends 
of the Ashdown Forest and Friends of Bedgebury National Pinetum.

KNOW YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS
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CLLR PAULINE GLEW, 01424 870258, Chairman of Finance Committee.  
Pauline joined the Council in 2003.  She is the Council’s Village Hall 
Trustee and, as well as being Chairman of the Finance Committee, she 
sits on the Crime & Safety Advisory Committee.  Pauline oversees the 
working of the Sedlescombe Lift Scheme and is one of the Council’s 
two representatives on the Rother Association of Local Councils.   
Outside Council life, Pauline is a member of Sedlescombe 

Neighbourhood Watch and works at Batemans at Burwash. During the year, she 
has helped with the Friendship Club, especially the Extend Exercise Class. 

CLLR RALPH DELLOW, 01424 870223, Chairman of Crime & Safety Advisory 
Committee.  Ralph Dellow joined the Council in 2000 and, as well as 
Crime & Safety, sits on the Council’s Finance Committee.  This year, he 
has helped raise much-needed funds for the new sports pavilion and 
has been involved with changing stiles to gates on several public 
footpaths in order to make them “easy walking”. Ralph represents the 
Council on the Neighbourhood Watch Group.  Outside Council work, 

Ralph is a founder member of the Friendship Club and a member of the 
Sedlescombe Societies Association.  For the last seven years he has been the Age 
Concern “Home from Hospital” representative. 

CLLR JENNY MITCHELL, 01424 870707.  After a short break, Jenny Mitchell was 
co-opted back on to the Council in November 2007 and sits on the 
Council’s Planning Committee.  Outside Council work, Jenny is 
Treasurer of Sedlescombe Green WI and Booking Clerk for the Village 
Hall. 

CLLR CAITLIN WHEATLEY, 01424 870162.  Caitlin Wheatley joined the Council 
in May 2007 and sits on the Parish Council’s Planning and the Crime & 
Safety Advisory Committees.  Outside Council work, Caitlin has two 
small children and is the Chairman of Jelly Beans, a parent and toddler 
group run by mums.  She is a Trustee of the Village Hall. 

KNOW YOUR PARISH CLERK

PAULINE RAYMOND, 01424 870508.  Pauline Raymond is the only employee of 
the Parish Council, having worked for it since 1975. Her role of Clerk/
Responsible Financial Officer covers all aspects of Council work.  
Amongst this year’s main challenges have been populating the 
Council’s website with interesting and up-to-date information and 
applying for Quality Council re-accreditation. 

KNOW YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS
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2008/9 ANNUAL ACCOUNTS and 2009/10 BUDGET SUMMARY

2008-9 Financial Year.  As expected, the construction of the new sports pavilion 
has been uppermost on the Sedlescombe Parish Council financial agenda in 
2008-9.  Although most of the cost of the building is in the 2008-9 accounts, 
there was a little expenditure last year and the final payment will not be paid 
until next financial year. In last year’s report to the Assembly, it was said that 
the Council was waiting to hear whether it had been awarded a £50,000 Big 
Lottery grant towards the £180,000 capital project.  Unfortunately, no large 
grant has been forthcoming either from the Lottery or from the Foundation for 
Sport and the Arts and the Council has had to make up the shortfall in funding 
by obtaining a Public Works Loan Board advance of £52,500.  Thankfully, the 
difficult economic circumstances have lowered interest rates for borrowers 
with the consequence that a 15-year repayment period has been agreed.

The Council is very grateful for the grants that have been awarded from 
various bodies, businesses and individuals and, also, for the excellent fund-
raising events put on by the Sedlescombe Pavilion Fund.  A list of grant-makers 
and the amounts donated can be seen on the back cover of this booklet.  A 
special mention should be made of the Rother District Council grants totalling  
£35,000. 

£180,000, the cost of the pavilion project, is a substantial  amount for a small 
parish to raise and the Parish Council tried everywhere to get grant aid.  The 
Council carried out a review of its 2008-9 budget to identify savings and agreed 
to move money allocated in the budget for other purposes to the pavilion 
funding and also to move money being held in reserves.  For example, money 
that was being saved towards resurfacing work at the tennis courts was moved 
to fund the pavilion and work proposed on the old pump on the Green was 
deferred.

2009-10 Financial Year.  The Council decided that it would repay £5,000 a year on 
the loan.  However, for 2009-10, it managed to absorb half of this amount and, 
therefore, the precept for 2009-10 has only been raised by £2,500 to £31,500.  
Any future major expenditure will need grant aid and the Council will monitor 
available grants in order to take advantage of any that are announced.

Last year, the Parish Council reported that Mrs Valerie Bennett of Whatlington 
had been appointed as Internal Auditor of the Council’s 2007-8 accounts.  It 
can now be confirmed that her contract has been extended for two more years 
ie 2008-9 and 2009-10.  Mazars remains as the External Auditor.

P Raymond, Responsible Financial Officer, February 2009

PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS
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This financial statement was adopted by the Parish Council 
in January 2009 at the time the precept was set.  

Final 2008-9 figures will be available after the end of the financial year on  
31 March 2009 and at the Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR 3 YEARS 
2007-8, 2008-9 AND 2009-10

Final 
2007-8

Estimated 
2008-9

Budget 
2009-10

BROUGHT FORWARD £65,028 £77,472 £37,635

INCOME

Precept £28,270 £29,000 £31,500

Pavilion loan 0 £52,500 0

Other income £18,824 £77,473 £4,393

Total Income and balances £112,122 £236,445 £73,528

EXPENDITURE

Administration, Salary, NI -£20,301 -£19,926 -£20,840

Amenities, Repairs, General Mtce -£4,523 -£6,370 -£6,395

New works -£4,455 0 0

Other expenditure -£675 -£500 -£500

Loan repayments for pavilion 0 0 -£5,000

Expenditure on pavilion project -£4,696 -£172,014 -£3,290

Total expenditure -£34,650 -£198,810 -£36,025

BALANCES AT YEAR END £77,472 £37,635 £37,503

Represented by

General funds £16,476 £7,015 £7,480

Sportsfield Fund £29,476 £2,490 0

Clerk’s Gratuity Fund £26,520 £28,130 £30,503

Tennis Courts Fund £5,000 0 0

BALANCES IN FUNDS £77,472 £37,635 £37,503

Council Tax Base 674.70 660.14 661.59

Band D Council Tax £41.90 £43.93 £47.61

Note:  The Public Works Loan Board fixed-rate loan, obtained 30/01/09, is due 
to be repaid in 15 years.  Repayments of £4,643.24 will be made each year.

Parish Council Accounts
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COME TO A MEETING.  Parish Councillors are now half way through their four-
year term of office. The main Council has met as usual in May, July, September, 
November, January and March and regular Committee meetings have continued 
throughout the year, 35 in all.  Every effort has been made to keep residents 
aware of the decisions being made and the work undertaken.  All Parish Council 
meetings and the meetings of its committees are open to the public.  There is, 
at the discretion of the Chairman of the meeting, the opportunity for anyone 
to speak on an agenda item.  Items for inclusion on an agenda can be put 
forward by the public. Further details from the Clerk.

RELAUNCHED WEBSITE.  If you haven’t been able to visit the relaunched 
Sedlescombe Parish Council website, you are missing an excellent and interesting 
resource.  It can be found at www.sedlescombe.org.uk and is populated with 
regularly-updated information and images.

PARISH COUNCIL’S DECISIONS.  If you are interested in the decisions that 
have been made by the Parish Council this year, but do not feel able to wade 
through all the Minutes, you can now see all the resolutions for the year in one 
document on the website. 

LOTS OF INFORMATION. On 1 January 2009, a revised publication scheme was 
introduced by government in accordance with a model provided.  Sedlescombe 
Parish Council’s information is now freely available on the website under the 
model headings:

Who we are and what we do• 
What we spend and how we spend it• 
What our priorities are and how are we doing• 
How we made decisions• 
Lists and registers• 
The services we offer• 

Hard copies of information are also available on application to the Clerk.

In addition to this Annual Report, quarterly Bulletins have continued to be 
delivered to every household by volunteers on behalf of the Council.

FULL PARISH COUNCIL.  While the bi-monthly meetings of the full Council have 
taken the same form throughout the year, the subjects discussed have been 
varied and wide-ranging. 

Public Participation.  Although the newly-introduced public participation session 
has not been over-used, there have been instances where it has proved useful. 
In July 2008 it gave some residents the opportunity to question the Council 

2009 ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
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about the proposed construction of the sports pavilion and, in November, 
members of the Sedlescombe Youth Project used it to appeal to the Council for 
help in finding a suitable site for a meeting place.  Following this, the Council 
agreed, subject to the Sports Association’s approval, to facilitate the use of the 
portacabin at the sportsfield by the Youth Project when no longer needed.

Dog Walking. From time to time, the Council issues guidance leaflets and this 
year one entitled “What you need to know as a Dog Walker in Sedlescombe” 
was published in order to provide some helpful information.   

Lift Scheme.  Many Sedlescombe people willingly and freely give their time 
to help the community and the Parish Council Lift Scheme could not continue 
without the help of a dedicated band of drivers.  This year, arrangements have 
been made by the Council for free parking at the Conquest Hospital for the 
voluntary drivers.

Sandrock Hill footway.  The Parish Council is well aware of the need for a 
footway at Sandrock Hill and has regularly lobbied the County Council.  After a 
further meeting with  engineers, an up-to-date quote of £26,000 was provided, 
virtually none of which would come from the County Council.  £26,000 is much 
more than the Parish Council is legally allowed to spend on this type of work 
and, therefore, once again construction of the path has had to be shelved.

Public payphones.  BT proposed removal of three public payphones in 
Sedlescombe during the year.  This was  part of a national programme involving 
the removal of 38 payphones in Rother District which no longer cover their 
costs.  The Parish Council, while not opposing the loss of the payphone in The 
Street, asked for those at East View Terrace and the A21 to be retained.

Pharmacy White Paper.  An important proposal which, if passed, could have 
affected anyone living in Sedlescombe was the government’s suggestion that 
GP practices in England should no longer be able to provide drugs directly to 
their patients.  These proposals threatened the very existence of either the 
Sedlescombe or Westfield surgeries.  The Parish Council joined the public in 
overwhelmingly opposing the proposal and, thankfully, the government was 
persuaded not to change the current satisfactory arrangements.

Natural Environment.  The Council is committed to protecting our natural 
environment and councillors took the opportunity to encourage our local 
primary schoolchildren to appreciate the importance of our bugs and bees 
by arranging a wildlife poster competition where the winning entries were 
displayed in Red Barn Field Nature Park.  Cllr Martin has also been working 
closely with the School regarding horse chestnut tree planting.  An interesting 

2009 Annual Parish Council Report
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sighting of American Signal Crayfish in the River Brede in the summer led to the 
Council adopting a policy for fishing for these creatures in the Brede.

PLANNING

The Parish Council’s Planning Committee, under the chairmanship of Cllr 
Martin, has given detailed attention to all Sedlescombe applications and a 
member has visited each application site and studied the plans in advance 
of the meetings.  As usual, many of this year’s applications have involved 
extensions and alterations to existing properties.

Housing Applications.  Two applications for housing in The Street, at Cartref 
and Park View, have come to nothing to date with the developers going into 
administration.  The untidy state of both sites have been the cause of complaints 
to the Parish Council and other authorities.  The Council has been made aware 
of a revised application for development of the Cartref site.

The Parish Council has supported two other applications for housing in the 
centre of the Village, both within the development boundary.  The Parish Council 
is normally keen to retain industrial sites, but the RN French land in The Street 
was considered not suitable for a modern industrial business. Therefore,  the 
second attempt to develop the site, with two houses this time, was supported 
by the Parish Council and approved by Rother.   The other application is at the 
rear of The Queen’s Head where the Parish Council supported a proposal to 
build three houses although it was agreed that the design of the properties and 
their layout will have to be carefully considered because of the site’s position 
in the Conservation Area. A further application to build two houses in a garden 
in Brede Lane was hotly opposed by local residents and not supported by the 
Parish Council.

Lorries.  After receiving many complaints, the Parish Council has asked Rother 
District Council, Hastings Borough Council and the Environment Agency to 
provide information when spoil is likely to be transported through Sedlescombe 
to or from a site.  Unfortunately, this is not likely to happen.  Our PCSO was a 
great help in sorting out one particular problem with spoil being transported 
along Brede Lane ensuring that the lorries avoided the School during arrival 
and departure times.

Planning for Future Development.  The Sedlescombe Planning Committee 
has been involved with Rother’s work on the Local Development Framework.  
The Chairman and Clerk attended a seminar at Rother to discuss where the 
minimum 5,600 houses allocated to this District between 2006 and 2026 
should go.  Battle and  other rural wards are expected to absorb 1,600 houses.  

2009 Annual Parish Council Report
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The meeting came to the conclusion that the existing infrastructure must be 
improved before there is more substantial building.  However, the government 
is satisfied that housing should come first.  Several parish councillors attended a 
useful planning seminar arranged by Rother in November 2008 which included 
information about the new permitted development scheme.

School Multi-Use Games Area.  Two years ago, at the Parish Assembly, local 
residents spoke against allowing extended use of the School Multi-Use Games 
Area (MUGA) because of possible disturbance.  Sunsequently, temporary 
permission was granted to allow monitoring of use.  This year, no new objections 
to the MUGA’s use were forthcoming and  permanent permission was granted 
by the County Council.

Spilstead Airstrip.  Ten years ago, after a lot of debate, temporary planning 
permission was granted for the operation of an airstrip at Spilstead Farm, 
Sedlescombe.  In 2009 residents of Stream Lane put forward useful suggestions 
regarding an application for permanent permission.

FINANCE

It is the responsibility of the Finance Committee to look after the Parish 
Council’s assets, consider risks, arrange its insurances, approve and manage 
contracts and produce and monitor the budget.  The Finance Committee has 
been guided through the work by its chair Cllr Pauline Glew working in co-
operation with the Clerk/Financial Officer (RFO).  Cllr Glew has also had the 
responsibility of carrying out the monthly check of bank statements, invoices 
and cheques.  This Committee has had responsibility for work connected with 
the building of the new pavilion.

This Committee gave detailed consideration to the 2009/10 budget agreeing 
that £5,000 should be included in the budget for repaying the sportsfield 
pavilion loan and that reserves should not be allowed to fall too low.  [NB 
Parish councils are advised to retain reserves equal to 3 to 12 months’ of annual 
expenditure.]  A precept on the District Council of £31,500 was set, a £2,500 
rise over last year.  

CRIME AND SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Sedlescombe’s Crime & Safety Committee has met regularly since 2004 when 
it had the task of working on the joint employment with the Police Authority 
of a Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) in Sedlescombe. Since then, the 
Committee has been busy meeting various bodies to look for solutions to local 
crime and safety problems.  

2009 Annual Parish Council Report
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2008 saw a new PCSO working in Sedlescombe.  Demetrius Georghiou, known 
as Demi, has made a huge difference in the Village particularly combatting anti-
social behaviour and making himself well-known.  Demi was instrumental in 
tracking down the fly-tipping culprit at the sportsfield car park in January for 
which we are very grateful.  This is the sort of excellent work he is involved with 
which has meant that subjects for the Crime and Safety Advisory Committee 
to consider have reduced. With the additional implementation of Police 
Neighbourhood Panels, at the start of 2009 it was agreed that this Committee 
would only meet when particular problems arise that cannot be resolved by 
the usual reference to the PCSO or the Police.

PAVILION FUND-RAISING COMMITTEE

The Parish Council set up a small fund-raising committee during the year to 
make arrangements for events on the Village Green.

PUBLIC PLAYING FIELD AND RECREATION GROUND

The Riverside Playground and tennis courts area is owned by a charity of which 
the Parish Council is the sole trustee.  The Parish Council’s two roles of local 
authority and charity trustee are different and this has been recognised by 
keeping a separate Trust bank account and holding separate meetings of the 
Trust.

The Trust has continued to allow free use of the tennis courts by the general 
public.  This appears to have been mainly successful, although in the summer, 
a neighbour complained about disturbance connected with the courts.  The 
relatively-new Sedlescombe Netball Club has been allowed to use the courts 
for weekly practice sessions after additional lines were painted by the Club.

Some repairs have been carried out this year to the fencing surrounding the 
courts and the Trust is aware that work to the surface will be needed in the 
next few years.  The idea of turning the tennis courts into a Multi-Use Games 
Area has not been rejected although grant aid would be essential for this work 
to be undertaken.

Other fences around the Trust site have also had to be repaired, ropes have 
been lifted on the play equipment, the third year of giant hogweed treatment 
has been completed along the riverbank.  Weekly inspections by parish 
councillors and  a professional playground inspection by the Royal Society 
for the Prevention of Accidents have been undertaken and the usual work of 
mowing and litter collection has continued.

March 2009

2009 Annual Parish Council Report
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SEDLESCOMBE 2009 BUSINESS DIRECTORY

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ACCOMMODATION

Sedlescombe Parish 
Council acknowledges 

the contributions 
from the local 

businesses listed on 
the following pages.  Their payments 
for advertising have covered the cost 

of producing this booklet.  
 Please mention the 

Sedlescombe Directory 
when replying to adverts

                         ****
FORGE HOUSE  

Bed & Breakfast 
The Green, Sedlescombe, 

TN33 0QA

Contact:  Mrs Jean Russell-Parnell 
Tel/Fax: 01424 870054 

M: 07779 988716

Member Tourism South East

ACCOMMODATION ACCOMMODATION
CRAZY LANE TOURIST CARAVAN 
PARK, Whydown Farm, Crazy Lane, 

Sedlescombe

T: 01424 870147   
F: 01424 870147 

E: info@crazylane.co.uk 
W: www.crazylane.co.uk                 

Holiday caravan and camping park (36 
pitches for touring caravans and tents).  
Situated close to the path linking with 

the 1066 Walk.

BRICKWALL HOTEL  
The Green Sedlescombe

T:  01424 870253 
F:  01424 870785 
E:  info@brickwallhotel.com 
W:  www.brickwallhotel.com

Hotel and restaurant, parties catered for. 
Heated outdoor swimming pool open 
May-September.  45 car parking spaces.

ARCHITECTURAL BEAUTY THERAPIST

LITTLE ORCHARD     
-BEAUTY STUDIO-    
Emma Monk 
31 Gorselands, Sedlescombe 
T: 07919 886783 
W: www.emmamonk.co.uk 
Offering a wide range of professional 
treatments incl. Dermalogica Facials – 
Glycolic Peels – Non-Surgical Face Lift – 
Manicures/Pedicures – Waxing – Hot 
Stone Massage – Electrolysis – Indian 
Head Massage & Reflexology
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BUILDING/DECORATING CAR REPAIRS

CHAPMAN BUILDERS 
LTD.

Ashdown Cottage, Cottage 
Lane, Sedlescombe

T: 01424 870520 
Established 1971

General builder, decorator, carpenter

NO JOB TOO LARGE  
OR TOO SMALL

BRIDGE GARAGE 
WORKSHOP

The Street, Sedlescombe

T: 01424 870202

General repairs, Tyres and 
Servicing

MOTs and range of car care products

CAR REPAIRS CAR REPAIRS

SENLAC GARAGE
Robins Yard, Station 
Approach, Battle, TN33 0DE

All general repairs – MOT – 
Tyres – Bodywork – Servicing

Pick-up/delivery service available to 
Sedlescombe residents  

(owner lives locally) 
T:  01424 775824 

Next to Battle Train Station

TIVOLI AUTO SERVICES
100 Battle Road, St Leonards-on-Sea, 

TN37 7AG  

T: 01424 442277

Motor car repairs: MOT: Servicing: Sales: 
Air Con Specialist:  Free Loan Car:  Free 

Collection & Delivery:   On-
site Bodyshop

Estimates and Insurance 
Work undertaken

CAR REPAIRS CLEANING

 
Accident repair with Paintless dent removal 
Vehicle Restoration & Insurance Approved

                  Bridge Garage  
The Street 

David Barnes                        Sedlescombe 
TN33 0QB 

                        T: 01424 870488  
                                         M: 07967 838591

CONQUEST CLEANING SERVICES LTD 
14 Orchard Way, Sedlescombe TN33 0RD 

T:  01424 871444 (Mr Mike Langley)

Quality cleaning of carpets, upholstery, 
rugs and curtains using the very latest 

equipment for the best possible results.  
Rapid drying times and FREE emergency 

stain removal for all our customers.

Members of the National Carpet 
Cleaners Association and ESCC Trading 

Standards approved

www.conquestcleaning.co.uk
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DECKING & FENCING DENTISTRY

Installer of quality  
FENCING & DECKING

‘Little Bushey’, Meadow Lane, 
Sedlescombe, Battle TN33 0RF 

BECKLEY DENTAL PRACTICE 
Please call to book and visit our friendly, 

family run, relaxed, state of the art 
practice.  All prices are competitive.  Facial 

rejuvenation treatments also available

Dr Joanne Mason BDS (Lond) MFDS RCS 
Dr James Fenton BDS (Lond) 

Dr P Dholakia BDS (Lond) FDS RCS 
Main Street, Beckley TN31 6RS

T: 01797 260404 
E: beckleydental@yahoo.co.uk 
W: www.beckleydental.co.uk

DOCTORS

DR S STERN & PARTNERS
The Surgery, Brede Lane, Sedlescombe TN33 0PW (also at Westfield) 

T:  01424 870225;  F:  01424 870912 www.drsternandptnrs.co.uk

Opening hours for Sedlescombe Surgery 
Monday to Friday 08:30-13:00 
Monday & Friday 16:30-19:00 

Wednesday 13:30-17:00

Practice leaflet available from surgery.  New patients should collect a 
registration form and arrange a new patient appointment (ID required)

PLEASE COLLECT REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS AFTER 10:00

DRAINAGE FENCING

ECOFLO GARDEN IRRIGATION LTD 
Stream Farm ~ Stream Lane~ Sedlescombe

T: 01424 871081 M: 07840 172432 
W: www.ecoflo-irrigation.co.uk

 
Recycling solution to private drainage 

soakaway issues and escalating 
cesspit costs.

All work Environment Agency and 
E.S.C.C. approved

 
D&B FENCING

All types of fencing, gates, decking and 
pergolas supplied and installed

Free estimates 

Friendly advice

T: 01580 831800, 01424 870484

Sedlescombe Sawmills, Cripps Corner
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GARDENS GARDENS

LANDSCAPE GARDENING BY  

“GARDENCRAFT”
“Highbury”, 32 Park Shaw, 

Sedlescombe   

Established 1963  
Specialists in all types of garden 

landscaping

T:  01424 870421

CUTTING EDGES MOWER SERVICES

Unit 4, Bowlings Corner, Marley Lane, 
Sedlescombe 

T: 01424 871170  F:  01424 871180 
E:  cemowers@tiscali.co.uk

We sell a complete range of garden 
machinery (all prices) including all 
types of lawn mowers, chainsaws, 

hedgecutters, strimmers etc.  We service 
and repair any garden equipment both 

domestic and professional.

HERBALIST OAK

JACKIE SAULL-HUNT BSc MCPP

MEDICAL HERBALIST

T: 01424 871679

M: 07765 710337

Clinic in Sedlescombe.  Can help with 
digestive problems, menopausal 
symptoms, skin disorders, stress, 

depression etc.

FLEETMARK LTD. (Sedlescombe)
M: 07768 846800

F: 01424 870722

MANY NUMEROUS 
RECLAIMED MATERIALS

Oak Beams - Old and New 
Planks, Flooring 

Tiles, Bricks etc. bought and sold

OSTEOPATHY PLUMBING

DOMINIC FIELDUS B.Sc (Hons) Ost 
16 Wellington Square, Hastings TN34 1PB 

 
Dominic helps people of all ages with a wide 
range of physical problems, including neck 
and back pain, joint and muscle pain, work 
or sport-related injuries, accident-related 

problems or pain resulting from general wear 
and tear.

 
For appointment please call 01424 715755 

www.osteopathyhealth.com

 G.S.C. PLUMBING & 
HEATING 

ENGINEERS LTD.
T:  01424 870957 
M:  07855 485189

GAS SAFE REGISTER TM  

 NO.203445 OFTEC Registered

Boiler exchanges, central heating 
installations, power flushing of central 

heating, landlord certificates, gas 
appliance servicing 

All plumbing work undertaken
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PLUMBING REFLEXOLOGY
RICHARD JORDAN LIMITED 

Plumbing and Heating 

Millstones Cottage 
The Street 

Sedlescombe

T. 01424 871165 

40 years experience 
Specialist in Bathrooms -  

complete service.

All plumbing work

Julie Deane

Member of  
The British Reflexology Association

T: 01424 870013

Clinic in Sedlescombe 
Appointments daytime and evenings 

Local home visits available

SHOP & POST OFFICE SHOPS

Sedlescombe Village Stores Ltd.
John & Jenny Mainwood, 01424 870250 

 
COUNTRYSIDE ALLIANCE BEST VILLAGE SHOP/POST 

OFFICE  – SE REGION 2006 
NATIONAL FINALIST FEDERATION OF WHOLESALE 
DISTRIBUTORS COMMUNITY SHOP OF THE YEAR 

2008 
Groceries, in store bakery, newsagent, 

off-licence, confectionery, tobacco, cash 
machine, DVD hire, photocopier, fax & 

laminating services. Agents for dry-cleaning 
& laundry, shoe repairs and film processing

BRIDGE GARAGE ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTABLES SHOWROOM 

01424 871424 
Open from 10am 

FREE PARKING 
13 ‘shops’ under 1 roof

QUALITY STOCK, OLD AND NEW 
Art, books, glass, china & household, 

jewellery, pine & other furniture, 
records, cd’s, dvd’s and  
MUCH, MUCH MORE

SIGNWRITER & AUTHOR TAXI
Mrs J Chapman, Ashdown Cottage, 

Cottage Lane, Sedlescombe 
T:  01424 870520 

House names signs etc.

AUTHOR OF: 
“LIFE THROUGH THE LENS” 

A pictorial history of the Village

“HOP-SCOTCH & SPINNING TOPS” 
The history of the old Primary School

“THE TIMES OF OUR LIVES” 
Memories of local people

CONQUEROR’S TAXIS
 

Fully licensed and insured

Reliable local firm

Local, long distance, airports

T:  01424 87 1066
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TAXI TILES
SEDLESCOMBE HIRE CAR
Licensed private hire taxi

Long and short journeys

Established 20 years

Contact:  H.Hannam

T: 01424 870397 or 

M: 07770 478516

ALDERSHAW TRULY 
HANDMADE TILES

Pokehold Wood, Kent Street, 
Sedlescombe TN33 0SD

T:  01424 756777  F:  01424 756888

E:  tiles@aldershaw.co.uk 
W:  www.aldershaw.co.uk

Handmade roof tiles including Kent and 
Sussex “peg” tiles.   

Handmade terracotta floor tiles and 
mathematical tiles

VINEYARD WINDOWS
SEDLESCOMBE ORGANIC 

VINEYARD  
Cripps Corner, Staplecross

FREEPHONE 0800 980 2884 
F:  01580 830122 

E: enquiries@EnglishOrganicWine.co.uk 
W: www.EnglishOrganicWine.co.uk  

Vineyard, winery, shop selling 
award-winning wine, fruit 
juices etc.  Nature Trail and 

wine tasting. Bluebell walk in 
Spring.  

OPEN DAILY FROM EASTER

Little Bushy’, Meadow Lane,  
Sedlescombe, Battle TN33 0RF

Installer of quality UPVC Windows 
Doors - Porches - Conservatories 

Fascia - Sofit 
 

20 years experience - 10 years guarantee 
Telephone Sedlescombe Windows 

01424 870137 - 07717 573185 

YOGA DISCLAIMER
Andrea Hanagarth @ 

THE YOGA SCHOOL 
825a The Ridge,  

St Leonards-on-Sea TN37 7PX

Hatha Yoga, Gentle & Restorative classes 
or private tuition.  A life enhancing 
practice for young and old alike - if you 
can breathe, you can do Yoga!  Please 
contact Andrea to find out more or to 
book a taster session.

T: 01424 870 942        M: 07949 607 865

E:  ahanagarth@aol.com

Please note that the inclusion of traders in 
this Directory neither implies nor confirms 
that any trader is an approved supplier or 
contractor to Sedlescombe Parish Council.

The Parish Council does not vouch for 
the financial stability of any company 
or for its health and safety procedures.  

All information is provided in good 
faith to assist consumers in exercising 
their own best judgment.  However, no 
guarantee is given or implied as to the 
accuracy of the information provided.
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Babies, Children & Young People
CHILD WELFARE CLINIC - established 1954             

WHEN:  2nd Thursday in month     TIME:  13:30-15:30 
WHERE:  Sedlescombe Village Hall Committee Room 2 (side entrance) 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: No appointment needed 
CONTACT:  Mrs M Irwin, “The Anchorage, Hawkhurst Road, 
Sedlescombe 01424 870570.   

The Clinic provides a venue for mothers and babies to seek advice 
and help from a qualified Health Visitor, to meet other mothers and to record 
the child’s progress (two-year-old tests are carried out by the Health Visitor and 
recorded). 

TODDLERS - JELLYBEANS

WHEN: Every Tuesday     TIME:  10:00-12:00       WHERE: Sedlescombe Village Hall 
CONTACT:  Jackie Saull-Hunt 01424 871679 or 07765 710337

A friendly and welcoming Parent/Carer & Toddler Group run by mums. We have 
lots of Toys.

PRE-SCHOOL 
WHEN: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays   TIME: 09:15-15:00 
WHERE: Sedlescombe Village Hall 
CONTACT: Jackie Saull-Hunt 01424 871679 or 07765 710337

Childcare for 2-5-year-olds.  Come and visit our friendly team and see the children 
work and play.

PRIMARY SCHOOL – Sedlescombe C E Primary School  
WHERE: Gammons Way, Sedlescombe, Battle, East Sussex. 
CONTACT: Headteacher:  Mrs Marian Ham 01424 870585 
Email: office@sedlescombecep.e-sussex.sch.uk 
Website: www.sedlescombecep.e-sussex.sch.uk

There are 195 children on roll, aged 4-11 years.  The school has 
seven classes and is built in a beautiful, peaceful location within 
the Village.  All staff firmly believe, and work hard to achieve the 
vision: Every child matters ~ Together we enjoy learning ~ Together we achieve ~ 
Together we succeed.  We have high standards and are particularly noted for our 
music, sport and art achievements, and for our forward thinking developments in 
‘Brain based learning’, ‘Makaton’ sign language and creativity.  We believe in the 
whole development of every child.  We welcome parent/carer helpers and helpers 
from the local community.  We are an active, exciting, hard-working school with 
bright, stimulating learning environments, and with a warm, caring Christian ethos.  
Visits to our school are always welcomed.
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SCHOOL ICT SUITE  
CONTACT:  Mrs M Ham, Headteacher  
T: 01424 870585  
E: head@sedlescombecep.e-sussex.sch.uk

The Village School has a high quality ICT Suite for use by 
children of the school and the local community.  Courses are 
run in the evenings for adults of the Village.  Please contact the 
School for further information.

PESTALOZZI INTERNATIONAL VILLAGE TRUST

The Pestalozzi International Village Trust 
invites selected students, drawn from some of 
the poorest communities in the world, and 
sponsors them to come to live at the 
Pestalozzi Village in Sedlescombe and take the 

two-year International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme, run in partnership 
with Hastings College. 
 
The Trust’s core activity is to educate these young people aged 16 to 19.  We are 
the only organisation in the UK, exclusive dedicated to giving educational 
opportunities to talented by economically needy young people from developing 
nations.  These gifted students are otherwise denied any chance to progress their 
further education and fulfil their academic potential in their home countries. 
 
On completion of their studies, there is an expectation that students will make  a 
significant contribution to their home countries. 
 
A Pestalozzi Scholarship is a charitable investment that lasts a lifetime - a long term 
solution towards improving conditions in the developing world.  Donate at www.
pestalozzi.org.uk or call 01424 870444.  Thank you.

The Pestalozzi Education Centre  
The Pestalozzi Education Centre is concerned with the educational needs of the 
Pestalozzi students and co-ordinates their programme with Hastings College.  
In addition the Centre runs the Development Education Centre for East Sussex 
(excluding Brighton & Hove) which actively promotes global citizenship and 
sustainable development to local schools (teachers and pupils), young people 
and community groups. Pestalozzi is unique as a Development Education Centre 
because we work with the Pestalozzi students who share their experiences and 
their culture of their home countries with the wider East Sussex community.  

We have developed several teaching spaces on our site that we use to deliver 
our educational programmes including an Energy Lab (small classroom), organic 
walled garden (featuring water conservation, composting, raised beds, etc) and a 
small straw bale building (classroom space) and pond.  Contact:  01424 870444 or 
pidec@pestalozzi.org.uk for more information.
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1066 Rotaract Club  
Rotaract is part of the Rotary organisation for people aged 17-25;  the Club 
operates under the aegis of the Rotary Club of Battle.  New members are very 
welcome. Regular meetings are held at the Pestalozzi International Village on 
Saturday mornings (usually 11:30am but subject to change) from September to 
June.

CONTACT:  Rotaract President 01424 871192 (evenings & weekends only) or the 
Student Programme Co-ordinator on 01424 870444 (office hours).

Friends of the Pestalozzi Estate

CONTACT:  Pestalozzi International Village Trust 01424 870444.  See notice board 
for dates and times of events.  Subscription £5 individuals, £10 families.  Committee 
chaired by Mr Raymond Kemp.  

The Pestalozzi Estate consists of about 70 hectares of predominantly woodland and 
pasture in the High Weald.  The land is managed for the benefit of conservation, 
informal recreation and landscape value and local people are invited to participate 
in furthering these objectives.

Churches
PARISH CHURCH  

WHERE:  St John the Baptist Church, Church Hill, Sedlescombe 
WHEN:  Sundays at 10am - Parish Communion and Junior & Youth Church in the 
Rectory.  1st Sunday in the month is Guest Sunday.

CONTACT:  Priest-in-Charge - The Rev Canon Alan Sharpe 
01424 870233 
Churchwarden - Peggy Evenden 01424 774722

Baptism and Confirmation Classes - contact Priest-in-Charge

 
SEDLESCOMBE CHURCH BELLRINGERS  
WHERE:  Parish Church  WHEN: Every Wednesday.  TIME: 
7.30pm 
CONTACT:  Jane Blanford, Carpenters Barn Farm, Kent Street, Sedlescombe 01424 
751298

 
FRIENDS OF SEDLESCOMBE PARISH CHURCH HERITAGE TRUST  
CONTACT:  Mrs S J Brown 01580 830813 to become a friend.

This charitable trust was established by the late Beryl Lucey for the purpose of 
assisting in maintenance and restoration of our beautiful 12th century Parish Church 
and its Churchyard.  It provides a means for anyone in the community to contribute 
to ensuring the long-term survival of this historic building.  Several fund-raising 
events are organised throughout the year.  
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CHAPEL HILL CHURCH (United Reformed) 
WHERE:  Chapel Hill, Sedlescombe 
WHEN:  Services on Sundays at 10:30.  Coffee Mornings Wednesdays 10:30-12:00 
CONTACT:  Roy Smith, 15 Gorselands, Sedlescombe 01424 870431 
E-MAIL:  rsmith19@tiscali.co.uk 
MINISTER:  Rev.Roy Cole 01424 850961

Fund-Raising
ST MICHAEL’S HOSPICE - SEDLESCOMBE HOSPICE SUPPORT GROUP

CONTACT:  Mrs S Beaney, 11 East View Terrace, Sedlescombe TN33 0PY 01424 
870688

The Hospice Support Group has been supporting St Michael’s Hospice from its 
groundroots to the present day.  Over the years, the Group has raised well over 
£1,000 annually.  There are 3-4 events each year and the Group is always grateful 
for any help.  This group of six volunteers, with the help of the Village, will go on 
supporting the Hospice in the future.

SEDLESCOMBE SOCIETIES’ ASSOCIATION  
CONTACT:  Chairman - Mrs R Farley 01424 870533

Arranges annual fete to raise funds for local Village organisations.

Information
DOGS.  Following the introduction of Dog Control Orders, most, but not all, of the 
existing dog byelaws were replaced, making for a rather confusing situation.   In 
order to help dog-walkers, the Parish Council issued an information leaflet.  

In Sedlescombe, there are some dog exclusion orders.   
Please do not take a dog into either of the two fenced-
off children’s play areas at the Riverside and East View 
Terrace or into Red Barn Field Nature Park.

There are also “clean it up” orders affecting The Village 
Green, Sedlescombe Sportsfield, The Riverside Playing 
Field, The East View Kickabout Area, Brede Lane Car Park and all roads, pavements, 
grass verges and some public footpaths.

The penalty for contravening an order is a fixed penalty fine of £75.  Certain people 
with disabilities are exempt from the above requirements.

The one remaining Parish Council byelaw relates to keeping your Dog on a Lead at 
the Sportsfield.  

Dog bins.  Sedlescombe has three dog bins provided and maintained by the Parish 
Council.  These are situated at the entrance to the Sportsfield next to the bridge, in 
the Brede Lane Car Park and in the Riverside Playing Field.
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The emptying is arranged by Rother District Council on a weekly basis.  At holiday 
times, the bins are sometimes not emptied and become full.  Please do not pile 
bags of dog waste on the tops of these bins but simply take them home and place 
them in your household refuse.

Sheep worrying.  Unfortunately, incidents of sheep worrying are not uncommon 
in Sedlescombe and, therefore, it is most important that dog owners always know 
where their pets are.  Please respect all farm animals and other users on footpaths.

FIREWORKS.  PLEASE REMEMBER:

• It is an offence to let off fireworks in a public place or alter them without a 
licence from HSE.
Subject to exceptions, no fireworks to be set off between 23:00 • 
and 07:00.
Exceptions – On New Year’s Eve, Chinese New Year and Diwali, • 
displays can continue until 01:00.  On 5 November, fireworks can 
be let off until midnight.
Retailers selling fireworks all year round must apply for a licence.• 
It is an offence for anyone under 18 to possess adult fireworks in • 
public.

FOOTPATHS & BRIDLEWAYS.  East Sussex County Council is the authority 
responsible for maintenance of public rights of way.  However, a lot of practical 
work has been carried out in Sedlescombe by volunteers keen to improve public 
access to the countryside.  Recently, this has involved replacing a number of stiles 
with hand gates.

A colourful leaflet describing several walks around the Village is published by 
Sedlescombe Parish Council and available in Sedlescombe Stores, price £1.

GORSELANDS’ GRASS VERGES.  Sedlescombe Parish Council is committed to 
preserving the local environment  and has noted that there is, on the grass verges 
in Gorselands, an extra good variety of small wild plants.   One of these that flowers 
as most plants finish for the year is the “Autumn lady’s tresses” orchid.  The small 
white flowers twist up the stems that are only a few centimetres high like a plait 
of hair, hence the name.   Although it is astonishingly tolerant of mowing and will 
often shoot up into flower a few days after the mower has passed, some plants do 
need to be left to seed to ensure its long-term future.

It is probable that the turfs used for the verges when Gorselands was built came 
from an area rich in wild plant diversity.   As well as the Autumn lady’s tresses, 
plants such as Squinancywort and Hairy Violet have been noted there.  These are 
usually found in chalky areas and so are unusual in this part of the Weald.  The 
grass verges are currently being mown by East Sussex County Council about five 
times during the season.  This mowing schedule seems to suit the wildplants well, 
encouraging a wide range to flourish. 
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      HIRE OF SEDLESCOMBE VILLAGE HALL  
CONTACT for further information and bookings:  Mrs 
Jenny Mitchell, 01424 870707.   
E-mail: dmitchell14@sky.com.   
Secretary:  Reg Glew, 01424 870258

Established originally in 1920 and completely rebuilt in 2001, this superb facility is 
available for hire.  The hall has a fully-equipped stage and two committee rooms.  
Excellent kitchen facilities and car parking are also available.

HIRE OF CHAPEL HILL CHURCH 
CONTACT:  Roy Smith 01424 870431 rsmith19@tiscali.co.uk  
The well-heated, comfortable, multifunction chapel, seating 
45, and the smaller meeting room, are available for use by 
other village groups, under certain conditions.  Includes 
toilet and basic kitchen, also overhead projector and fixed 
screen.  Please contact the Secretary above for details.

LIFT SCHEME  
CONTACT: Parish Councillor Pauline Glew, 01424 870258 
The Parish Council started this informal scheme to help 
Sedlescombe residents who were finding it difficult to attend 
hospital/surgery appointments because of lack of transport.  
A list of names of drivers who are willing to provide lifts is 
published (see Parish Council notice board outside shop) and 
those wanting lifts simply make a telephone call to any one on the list and pay the 
driver.

LIBRARIES 
Sedlescombe Village Library – established 1953 
WHEN: Tuesdays.  TIME: 13:30-15:30 
WHERE: Village Hall, Committee Room 2, side entrance 
CONTACT:  Mrs S Bonney, Highfield Cottage, Church Hill, Sedlescombe 01424 
870517 
A number of books are exchanged approximately each month at Battle Library to 
keep stocks updated.  Open to all.  Talking books and large print books are also 
available.

Mobile Library stops at Sedlescombe  
WHEN:  Alternate Thursdays.  TIME: 10:55-11:35    
WHERE:  Park Shaw, Sedlescombe 
CONTACT: 01424 420501 
Books for adults and children, DVDs and videos, talking books and reference 
materials.
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Battle Library

WHEN:  Tuesday to Saturday, closed Sunday and Monday 
WHERE:  7 Market Square, Battle TN33 0XA (opposite Fire Station) 
CONTACT:  01424 772250 
library.battle@eastsussex.gov.uk

Books for loan and reference, DVDs and talking books for hire, local history 
material, free internet and computer access, Rhymetime, display facilities, 
photocopier, disabled access.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES

East Sussex County Council, County Hall, Lewes BN7 1AL.   
T:  01273 481000.  W:  www.eastsussex.gov.uk 
County Councillor Peter Jones,  
T: 01797 226243.  E:  Cllr.Peter.Jones@eastsussex.gov.uk

Rother District Council, The Town Hall, Bexhill on Sea TN39 3JX 
T:  01424 787000.  W:  www.rother.gov.uk 
District Councillor Tony Ganly 
T: 01580 830704.  E:  Cllr.Tony.Ganly@rother.gov.uk 

NATURE PARK 
Red Barn Field Nature Park 
The Parish Council is the freeholder of a small nature park at the rear of 
Sedlescombe Village Hall.  It is maintained for the benefit of wildlife and to provide 
easy access to the hall from the Balcombe Green end of the Village.  

CONTACT:  Mrs P Raymond, Clerk to Sedlescombe Parish Council 01424 870508.

PLAYGROUNDS 
Riverside.  Managed by Sedlescombe Parish Council on behalf of the Sedlescombe 
Public Playing Field & Recreation Ground Trust.  The playground next to Bridge 

Garage Antiques (behind the tennis courts) is suitable for 
children of 12 and under.  There is a good range of modern 
play equipment.  

East View Terrace Kickabout Area.  The Parish Council is 
the freeholder of a small hard-surfaced area at East View 
Terrace.  There are two storm shooter football goals and two 
basketball hoops.

CONTACT:  Mrs P Raymond, Clerk to Sedlescombe Parish Council 01424 870508.

East View Terrace.  Provided and managed by Orbit Housing Association, a new 
piece of play equipment was installed in 2008.
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POLICE

POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICER (PCSO) 
Our Police Community Support Officer covers the areas of Sedlescombe, Ewhurst 
Green, Staplecross and Cripps Corner.   PCSOs assist Neighbourhood Policing 
Constables by providing a visible, accessible, familiar and reassuring presence 
within the local community.  They have also been given a number of powers which 
allow them to deal with low level crime and other quality of life issues.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
CONTACTS:  Jean Dellow (Chief Co-ordinator) 01424 870223, Pauline Glew 
(Treasurer) 01424 870258, Sally Martin (Secretary) 01424 870353, Reg Glew 
(Member) 01424 870258, Ralph Dellow (Member) 01424 870223.

Sedlescombe Neighbourhood Watch:

Offers home security advice and will fit security equipment if needed.  This • 
offer is free of charge but is subject to availability of funds.  
Loans an engraving appliance free of charge.• 
Will pay the installation charge and first month’s rent for Lifeline for • 
Sedlescombe residents.

Phoning the Police: 
999 in an emergency or when you think a crime could be in progess.  

0845 60 70 999  to report new non-emergency crimes etc.

0845 60 70 999 Extension 26447 to speak to our PCSO 

Crimestoppers: 
You can give information about any type of crime totally anonymously by calling 

Crimestoppers (always open) on 0800 555111

Anti-Social Behaviour: 
Emily Chironda is Rother’s Anti-Social Behaviour Co-ordinator 01424 456116

Victim Support: 
Open Monday to Friday 0800 to 2000 0845 3899528

Community Contact e-mail scheme - send an e-mail to  
cc.registration@sussex.pnn.police.uk if you would like to receive information 
about local crimes etc. by e-mail.  All messages are sent out as blind copy so 

members’ e-mail addresses remain confidential and addresses are held securely 
on the Police computer.
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NEWS 
Sedlescombe News is a weekly news-sheet produced by a small team of volunteers 
and is available, price 20p, from Sedlescombe Stores on Fridays.  Leave items for 
inclusion in the Stores by 12 noon on Wednesdays.  Entries are FREE.

Noticeboard.  Items for posting on the Parish Council board outside the shop may 
be left in Sedlescombe Stores or, alternatively, delivered to the Clerk.

Village Voice column of Rye and Battle Observer.  Sedlescombe news can be seen 
in the weekly column where contact details can be found.

Parish Council website, www.sedlescombe.org.uk is full of information 
about the Council and its work in Sedlescombe.  This is also the place to 
look for links to other useful sites.  Why not make it your “Home Page” 
so that you visit often to keep up-to-date?

    PUBLIC TRANSPORT serving Sedlescombe 
SERVICE 349 Hastings to Hawkhurst, 2 hourly daytime 
B67 Community Bus, 1 return journey Sedlescombe Green - Battle, 
Tuesdays, Fridays

ROTHER SENIORS’ FORUM established 2006 
Rother Seniors invites local people who are 50+ years to have their say about public 
services.  The Forum speaks out on issues such as:

Transport• 
Life-long Learning & Leisure• 
Health & Care• 
Housing & Pensions• 
Crime & Safety• 

 
We work with local and Council Service Providers so that members keep abreast of, 
and help shape, developments that affect them. 
CONTACT:  Ron Sunderland 01424 870801

RECYCLING 
Rother District Council is responsible for this area’s recycling services.  The 
CONTACT is Mr Fergus Cameron, 14 Beeching Road, Bexhill-on-Sea 01424 787580.  
W:  www.rother.gov.uk/environment.

Sedlescombe residents now have the benefit of doorstep collection of some 
recyclables. Plastic bottles type 1, 2 and 3 (tops removed), steel and aluminium 
cans and empty aerosols go in the black box.  Newspapers, magazines and other 
white fibre paper go in the green box.  Leaves, grass, cuttings and small branches 
go in the green wheelie bin.  Anything else goes in the black wheelie bin.

MOUNTFIELD WASTE RECYCLING SITE managed on behalf of East Sussex County 
Council.  Household rubbish brought to the site by the householder is accepted 
free of charge.  Cardboard can be recycled at this site.
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    RECYCLING BRING CENTRE AT BREDE LANE CAR PARK, 
SEDLESCOMBE is one of 38 recycling points in Rother.  
You can recycle paper, glass, books, textiles, cans, plastic 
(01, 02, 03 on base).  White telephone directories and 
Yellow Pages.

TRADING STANDARDS – BUY WITH CONFIDENCE APPROVED TRADER LIST . The 
Buy with Confidence scheme puts consumers in touch with approved traders 
who have agreed to provide high standards of customer service, including dealing 
promptly with any complaints.  Only if businesses pass stringent checks can they 
display the Buy with Confidence Logo.  The list of approved traders runs from 
builders to wine merchants and from chauffeurs to upholsterers.  See www.
eastsussex.gov.uk for details.

Social Clubs
OLD TIME DANCE CLUB established 1949.  WHEN:  Every Friday, October to May.  
TIME: 7.30pm to 10:15pm.  WHERE:  Northiam Village Hall.   
CONTACT:  Miss P Webb, Bankhurst, Sedlescombe 01424 870448.   
SUBSCRIPTION:  £1 (90 members)

Emphasis is given to ensuring members enjoy the social atmosphere of Old Time & 
Modern Sequence dancing to familiar tunes.  New members, from the experienced 
to the novice, are given a warm welcome and established members are always 
happy to help newcomers to settle in. 

SEDLESCOMBE FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
The club was founded in 2007 with the aims to advance the welfare of the older 
people and in particular  to endeavour to counteract loneliness and isolation. A 
number of events will be planned  each year and published in the Sedlescombe 
News and elsewhere that is appropriate. 

Members of the committee include Mrs Valerie Wright (chairman), Mr Ron 
Sunderland (vice-chairman), Mr Ted Cornford (treasurer) Mrs Pauline Glew (co-
ordinator) and Mr Ralph Dellow (secretary) all of which will be happy to help with 
any enquiries that you may have.

SEDLESCOMBE & DISTRICT GARDEN SOCIETY  
WHERE: Sedlescombe Village Hall for meetings 
SECRETARY: Sue Parsons, “The Candles”, Swailes Green, Cripps Corner TN32 5QU 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Bob Harris, 4 Streetlands, Sedlescombe 
01424 871415

See noticeboard on shop frontage for dates and times of events.

Speakers, outings, shows, plant market etc.  Anyone with an interest 
in plants is welcome to join.  Discounts on purchases for gardening 
items available to members.
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LUNCH CLUB - established 2001 
WHEN: Last Thursday of each month.  TIME:  12 noon. 
WHERE: Venue as advertised in Sedlescombe News 
CONTACT: Ron Sunderland 01424 870801 

The Lunch Club gives people the opportunity to have a meal in pleasant company 
in friendly surroundings.  Anyone over 60 may join and transport can be arranged.  
There is always room so please ring if you would like to join or know of anyone who 
may be interested.

SEDLESCOMBE PLAYERS 
WHEN :  Monday nights     TIME : 7.30pm - 10pm   
WHERE : Sedlescombe Village Hall 
CONTACT: Tara Buchanan (Chairman) 01424 870694 
Subscription : £5 p.a.

The Players are a very friendly group who have recently taken on a new lease of life! 
We have an enthusiastic mixture of new and long-standing members of all ages and 
our aim is to put on 2 productions a year - a play in June/July and a pantomime or 
musical in January. If you are interested in joining us - either onstage, backstage or 
as part of the much-needed support team, we would be delighted to hear from you. 

THURSDAY CLUB 
WHEN: 1st Thursday in month.  TIME: 10am to 12 noon 
WHERE: Sedlescombe Village Hall 
CONTACT: Mrs P Pexton 01424 870483 
Open to men and women, speakers on general topics.

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE - SEDLESCOMBE (AFTERNOON)  
WHEN:  3rd Wednesday in month.  TIME:  2pm 
WHERE:  Sedlescombe Village Hall 
CONTACT:  Mrs J Cornish, Wendymill House, Chapel Hill, Sedlescombe TN33 0QX 
01424 870319

At our meetings, we have a very wide range of speakers for all interests, and have 
craft, cookery and gardening classes throughout the year.  We participate in County 
and Group events and cater for light lunches and teas for parties visiting the Village

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE - SEDLESCOMBE GREEN (EVENING) established 1975 
WHEN: 4th Wednesday in month.  TIME: 7.30pm 
WHERE: Sedlescombe Village Hall 
CONTACT: Mrs S Beaney, 11 East View Terrace, Sedlescombe 01424 870688

We are a friendly group meeting monthly with a speaker or some other activity.  
We join in craft classes and County Events and take part in Group activities and 
meetings.   In addition, we supply tea to visiting Groups.
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Sport & Leisure
SEDLESCOMBE SPORTS ASSOCIATION 
An umbrella organisation that promotes sport and manages provision of facilities 
for sport at Sedlescombe sportsfield.  The membership comes from clubs that use 
the sportsfield.  
   
CONTACT: John Noonan (Secretary) at NoonJo8@aol.com (01424 871190) for 
further information and field bookings.

    ARCHERY - HASTINGS & ST LEONARDS BOWMEN  
established 1955 
WHEN:  Most Tuesdays and Thursdays from spring to autumn 
(weather permitting).  TIME: 6.30pm to 9pm.    
WHERE:  Sedlescombe Sportsfield 
CONTACT:  Chris Chedzoy (Club Secretary), The Limes, Off 
Butchers Lane, Three Oaks - 01424 814445.

Indoor shooting, generally once a week in winter.  The venue varies from year to 
year.  

The Club moved to Sedlescombe Sportsfield in 1986 where we enjoy virtually 
unrestricted use of part of the ground.  We participate in Target Archery to a very 
competitive standard.  We can provide coaching to new members during the 
summer months using Club-provided equipment.  If anyone is interested in having 
a go, we can arrange a trial session.  We are a small club but shoot to a very good 
County standard. 

BADMINTON in Village Hall 
CONTACT:  Shirley Davies 01424 870475

SEDLESCOMBE CRICKET CLUB  – established 1768

WHEN: Sundays  TIME: 2.30pm 
WHERE: Sedlescombe Sportsfield for home games 
CONTACT: J Carthew, 3 Little Park Farm Cotts, Battle TN33 0LX, 
01424 774589 
 
The Club plays its main matches on Sunday afternoons during the 
season and maintains the traditions of amateur sport by engaging in friendly 
matches (rather than league matches).  It does however play in the local indoor 
league during the winter months.  It welcomes new players.  Potential recruits 
phone Aaron Maynard 01424 430526.
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THE HASTINGS FLYFISHERS CLUB LIMITED 
CONTACT:  Mrs M Stacey - Secretary 
Tel:  01424 439633 
email:  mary.stacey@tiscali.co.uk 
www.hastingsflyfishers.co.uk

SUPPORT FOOTBALL IN SEDLESCOMBE

- SEDLESCOMBE FOOTBALL CLUB (SENIOR) 
Based at Oaklands Park. Two teams within the East Sussex League.  First team 
Division 1 Champions 2007-8 season and Robertsbridge Charity Cup holders.  
Reserve Team Divsion 6 Runners-up 2007-8.  At the time of writing, both teams 
very successful in 2008-9 season.  Full training facilities pre and 
during season.  Players and supporters new and old most welcome. 
NB Improved facilities at the new pavilion at Sedlescombe 
Sportsfield from Spring 2009.

CONTACT:  Paul White 01424 442277 (daytime);   
07734 943473 (evenings and weekends).

- SEDLESCOMBE RANGERS FOOTBALL CLUB (JUNIOR) - established 1980

Training on Saturday mornings (winter training at Claremont School on all-weather 
surface).  Matches on Sundays.  Football for boys and girls from 5 years of age 
upwards.

CONTACT:  Fred Ham 07802 621047 for details.   www.sedlescomberangersjfc.co.uk

 

    SEDLESCOMBE NETBALL CLUB – established 2007 
CONTACTS: Sue 07710 110 767, Sarah 07941 553 517 for further 
details

Come and join us for netball training and match play in a friendly, fun 
atmosphere!  All abilities, all ages 16+.

SHORT MAT BOWLS  - established June 2006  
WHEN: Meets each Tuesday and Thursday.  TIME: 2.30-4.30pm 
WHERE:  Sedlescombe Village Hall (3 bowling mats). 
 
CONTACTS: Mr R Harris, Chairman 01424 871415, Mr C Clark, 
Secretary 01424 871441, Mr C Boyd, Treasurer 01424 870076.   
Contact any officer for further details. 
Membership 30. Joining fee £5 + £1.50 each session.
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TENNIS  

 

    Sedlescombe Parish Council manages two hard tennis courts at the 
Riverside Playing Field (next to Bridge Garage).  They are available 
free of charge.  Please note that, from time to time, the courts will 
be unavailable because of other uses.   
NB If you need to arrive by car, please park in the road or in the 
public car park in Brede Lane

CONTACT:  Mrs P Raymond (Parish Clerk), 01424 870508

Welfare
EAST SUSSEX DISABILITY ASSOCIATION (ESDA) 
Sedlescombe & Westfield Branch established 1970  
WHEN: 2nd Thursday in the month – monthly lunch outings to pubs and 
restaurants and also an annual coffee morning in April.  No subscription (25 
members) £4.00 towards lunch.  Collection by specially adapted coach. 

East Sussex Disability Association is a registered charity which provides a wide 
range of services to disabled people in the area including help with benefit claims, 
employment and holidays.  There is a permanent display of disability equipment and 
an occupational therapist at our head office in Eastbourne www.esda.org.uk. If you 
are interested in joining our group or helping, please contact Delia Box, Woodstock, 
Churchland Lane, Sedlescombe 01424 870945, drbox@tiscali.co.uk. 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, SEDLESCOMBE BRANCH - established 17.11.1930

WHEN:  Meetings 3rd Wednesday each month.  TIME:  10:30-12:00 
WHERE:  Queen’s Head Public House or The Sedlescombe Village Hall, as notified 
monthly in the Sedlescombe News. 
CONTACT:  Chairman, Mr N Wright 01424 225101

The Legion looks after the welfare of ex-service personnel and dependants.  
Membership is open to all who wish to support the R.B.L.  Annual subscription is 
£12.50 which includes £1.50 for branch funds.  If you would like to become a Poppy 
Appeal collector, your help would be very much appreciated.

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN ALWAYS INSERT A REPORT ABOUT YOUR 
CLUB OR ORGANISATION IN THE WEEKLY “SEDLESCOMBE NEWS”.   

THERE IS NO CHARGE, SIMPLY TAKE YOUR COPY TO SEDLESCOMBE STORES 
BEFORE 12 NOON ON A WEDNESDAY.
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SEDLESCOMBE PARISH PLAN SUCCESSES

Our Mission:  To make Sedlescombe a vibrant place that values its past but 
looks to the future and where people are proud to live and work and be part 
of a caring community.

The Sedlescombe Parish Plan 2002 had five key aims.  Some of the successes 
in which the Parish Council has been involved are as follows: 

1. To achieve an Informed & Participating Community.  Public now able to speak 
at Council Meetings and submit items for the agenda.  New website provides 
extensive up-to-date information relating to Sedlescombe.  Bulletin extended 
to quarterly and delivered to each house by volunteers.  Larger, more detailed 
Annual Report (including Assembly papers) printed professionally.  Several 
surveys undertaken.  Increased attendance and table displays at Assemblies.  
Citizens’ awards started.  School citizenship event held.  Non-councillors on 
Council committees.  Liaison with Pestalozzi International Village.

2. To achieve a Safe and Healthy Community.  Considerable work has been 
done to help people improve their home and fire security.  Improved liaison 
with Sussex Police.  Shared employment with Sussex Police Authority of Police 
Community Support Officer prior to improved cover for all Villages.    Surveys re 
speeding traffic undertaken.  Lobbying re heavy lorries carrying spoil. Information 
leaflet for dog owners issued.  Support for Drug Dispensing to remain in the 
Village. Playgrounds improved.  Lobbying Highways Departments.

3. To help provide Amenities and Services in Sedlescombe.  Sportsfield car 
park extended.  New pavilion built. New sportsfield lease allowing free use by 
Sports Association agreed.  Free public use of Tennis Courts started.  Netball 
Club using courts for practice sessions.  Village sign repainted.  Pumphouse 
refurbished.  Pumphouse paths relaid.  Playgroup assisted in getting storage at 
hall.  Youth Project supported.  Power cuts reduced.  Lift Scheme started & free 
parking for lift drivers at Conquest arranged. Work on easy access footpaths.

4. To support Business & Rural Employment in Sedlescombe.  Increased 
number of local businesses advertising in Annual Report & Directory.  Training 
schemes advertised on website and noticeboard.

5. To protect and enhance the Built & Natural Environment.  Councillors involved 
with development plans.  Conservation Area in centre of Village approved.  
Biodiversity Action Plan approved.  Giant hogweed removed.  Litter collectors 
organised.  Waste leaflet issued.  Fly-tipping discouraged.  Environmental work 
with schoolchildren undertaken and competitions arranged.



Rother District Council £35,000  Sports Association £14,134 Isabel Blackman Foundation £5,000
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Lucy Tate Trust £2,000

The Yoga School £50
SB Focus Ltd. £250

Sedlescom
be Rangers £503

LWA Bodyshop £150 Battle Partnership £2,000 Village Hall Sports Club £1,317

Parish Council £39,000 plus interest, sale of portacabin etc. 
Loan £52,500 

Ongoing Fund-Raising Group events and other local donations are 
expected to raise more than £14,000

Thanks to all donors
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