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SEDLESCOMBE PARISH 
COUNCIL WELCOMES NEW 
MEMBERS.  With just the right 

number of people standing for 
election to the Parish Council in May, 
a poll was not required.    
 
The new Council is made up of: 
Valerie Wright (Chairman) 01424 
870220 
Anthony Rand (Vice Chairman) 
01424 870722 
Bill Cameron 01424 870013 
Ralph Dellow 01424 870223 
Robert Dudman 01424 871530 
Pauline Glew 01424 870258 
Mary Irwin 01424 870570 
Pat Martin 01424 870353 
Caitlin Wheatley 01424 870162 
We welcome Caitlin and Robert, our 
two new parish councillors who join 
Valerie, Anthony, Bill, Ralph, Pauline, 
Mary and Pat. 
 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 
Members have been undecided as to 
whether the Speed Indicator Device 
(SID) should be borrowed again from 
the County Council in the coming 
year.  Borrowing it does involve the 
Parish Council in some expense as it 
has to be insured whilst in the Parish 
Council’s care.  There was a 
discussion at the May meeting about 
whether having these SID campaigns 
only slows traffic temporarily or 
whether it has a more permanent 
effect.  The two in favour and two 
against with four abstentions vote 
reflected members’ doubts.  In this 
instance, the Chairman used her 
casting vote and decided not to 
continue with this form of traffic 
management.   
The County Council is in the process 
of agreeing a new traffic policy for 
villages and once this is in place, the 
Parish Council will adopt its own 
policy so that the Village will be 
aware of what type of traffic calming 
will be supported locally. 
 

FINE ATTENDANCE AT 
THE 2007 ANNUAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE 
PARISH MEETING OF 
SEDLESCOMBE 
 
The Parish Assembly was held this 
year on 24 April and was again well 
attended with about a hundred 
people coming along.  As has been 
the practice for several years, there 
were display tables around the Hall 
manned by members of Village 
clubs and societies.  Sedlescombe 
Stores were there as well, serving 
sausages and French bread.   
 
The meeting, chaired by Cllr Mrs 
Wright, was a lively one.  The main 
topic raised was the School’s 
planning application for extended 
use of the multi-use games area.  
Neighbouring residents voiced their 
opposition to the application 
because it appeared to allow 
unlimited use which would, they 
suggested, badly affect the 
amenities of their properties. 
 
Subsequently, the application was 
withdrawn and a more limited 
application submitted. 

 
 

LOOKING FOR FUNDS FOR 
A NEW SPORTS PAVILION 
 
The Assembly heard that the 
Parish Council has been asked by 
the Sports Association to find the 
finance for the construction of a 
new and urgently-needed sports 
pavilion. 
 
It has reached the stage where the 
East Sussex Football League has 
told Sedlescombe Football Club 
that, if new facilities are not in place 
for the 2007/8 season, the 
sportsfield cannot be used for 
senior football matches.  If this 
happens, it will be the first time in 
ninety years that senior football 
matches will not be played at the 
sportsfield. 
 
The Parish Council has agreed that 
the pavilion must be replaced as 
soon as possible and is working on 
plans to find the best way to obtain 
the necessary finance. 
 
All planning permission and 
building regulation approvals are in 
place. 
 
We hope to be able to publish more 
details in the next edition of the 
Bulletin. 

 

Sedlescombe residents at the Annual Assembly 
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new clause.  This means that the 
public can have now their say not 
only at the main Council meetings in 
Sedlescombe but also at committee 
meetings.  In turn, this allows parish 
councillors with a prejudicial interest 
in a matter to be allowed to speak 
before leaving the meeting.   
 
 

CLOSURE OF LAYBY IN 
HAWKHURST ROAD 
 
The unofficial layby in Hawkhurst 
Road is often used as a dumping 
ground.  Because it is unofficial, it is 
not maintained and the surface is 
often rutted and muddy.  The Parish 
Council asked East Sussex County 
Council to close it off several years 
ago but, unfortunately, finance has 
not been available.  Recently, the 
Parish Council has lobbied the 
County Council again and has been 
promised some action hopefully 
soon. 
 

ROAD LAYOUT 
ADJUSTMENT AT THE 
JUNCTION OF CHAPEL HILL 
AND THE B2244 
 
Arising from local traffic plans, the 
Parish Council has been asking for 
the Chapel Hill/B2244 road junction 
layout to be altered to provide 
increased safety for vehicles.  These 
roadworks are now expected to be 
done in connection with the 
redevelopment plans at the 
Pestalozzi International Village. 
 

 
GREAT HELP FROM THE 
PARISH MAINTENANCE 
TEAM 
 
New bins for litter have been 
provided in the bus shelter, The 
Street and Gammons Hilll.  We have 
the County Council’s Parish 
Maintenance Team to thank for the 
installation.  They also have 
refurbished the Parish Council’s 
noticeboard on the wall of 
Sedlescombe Stores.  This work, at 
no cost to local Council Taxpayers, 
is much appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DOG WALKING AT THE 
SPORTSFIELD 
 
Everyone is reminded that there is 
no general right to walk around the 
sportsfield with your dog(s).  You 
must keep to the public footpath, 
which roughly follows the river and 
dogs must be kept on leads at all 
times.  Fouling should also be 
cleared up and placed in the bin 
provided near the gate. 
 

YOUTH SHELTER TO GO 
 
At the request of the Police and 
nearby residents, Orbit Housing 
Association has removed the shelter 
at the East View Kickabout Area. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL AGAINST 
CAR PARK’S LOCATION 
 
The Parish Council continues to 
oppose the proposed siting of the 
Pestalozzi car park at the south gate 
end of the Estate.   In order to hide 
the car park from neighbouring 
properties, the applicant had 
proposed building a two metre 
mound.  This, the Parish Council 
believes, would be unsightly.  
Instead, it is suggested that the site 
where Swiss Hall is currently would 
be a better position. 
 
 

DARWELL RESERVOIR & 
BEAUPORT WATER 
SUPPLY WORKS 
 
4 Delivery Ltd.’s new pipeline has 
been approved.  It will mean a great 
deal of work taking place to the west 
of the A21.  The Parish Council was 
successful in getting part of the 
route near the junction of Marley 
Lane and the A21 realigned and the 
working area reduced.  This means 
that some of the mature trees, which 
were to be felled, will be retained. 
 
 

BONFIRE NUISANCE 

The Parish Council has had 
complaints about bonfires.  Please 
remember they cause pollution and 
local nuisance and are not an 
environmentally-friendly way of 
getting rid of your rubbish. 

 

ELECTRIC BLANKETS 
OFFER 
 
‘In Touch’, previously known as 
Moat Care & Repair, has a stock of 
single and double electric blankets 
that can be given free to people on 
limited incomes.  They ask that the 
blankets to be replaced are more 
than five years old.  A 
representative from In Touch will 
call to discuss your request.  Please 
contact any member of the NHW 
committee (Chief Co-ordinator is 
Jean Dellow on 01424 870223) for 
a referral which will be treated with 
the utmost confidence. 
 
 

YELLOW PAGES 
 
Unfortunately, it has not been 
possible to arrange local collection 
and disposal of Yellow Pages by 
the Sedlescombe Environment 
Working Group.  This is because 
the only local disposal centre is in 
Eastbourne and they will not take 
the bulk that the Group expected to 
collect.    The Yellow Pages website 
suggests that Yellow Pages can be 
recycled at Mountfield but this is not 
true.  The Parish Council has 
contacted our MP to ask him to take 
up the problem of disposal of 
Yellow Pages.  The Council would 
like to see them printed on white 
paper and only delivered to homes 
that request them. 
 
 

REVISED CODE OF 
CONDUCT FOR PARISH 
COUNCILLORS 
 
Five years after the first parish 
councillors’ Code of Conduct was 
adopted, the Government has 
required compliance with an 
amended Code.   
 
As part of the Code, parish councils 
are now able to decide for 
themselves whether to allow 
members of the public to speak at 
their meetings about matters on the 
agendas.  Sedlescombe, along with 
the majority, but not all, of Rother 
parish councils, has agreed to this  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


