
Correspondence to the Clerk to the Parish Council, Mrs Pauline Raymond, 01424 870508, Woodland Cottage, Chapel Hill, Sedlescombe, 
Battle, East Sussex TN33 0QX   sedlescombe@freezone.co.uk

SEDLESCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

BULLETIN
JUNE 2006            ISSUE 25

WOW!! –  A WHOPPING 
GRANT OF NEARLY 
FORTY THOUSAND 
POUNDS
The Sedlescombe Riverside 
Playground Regeneration Group 
under the chairmanship of Robert 
Dudman of Orchard Way has 
scooped a massive Biffaward
Landfill Tax Credit grant.  It will be 
used to update the Riverside 
Playground with new equipment, 
paths and fencing.   Smaller grants 
from Rother District Council and 
the Parish Council will be used for 
the same purpose.  RSS 
Playgrounds have been chosen to 
supply the new equipment which 
should be in place for the children 
to enjoy during this summer.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 
PARISH ASSEMBLY
“Sedlescombe is truly a 
Quality Council” said Peter 
Jones attending his first 
Sedlescombe Parish Assembly as 
our County Councillor.  Peter is 
Leader of East Sussex County 
Council and Chairman of the 
Sussex Police Authority.   Local 
residents, Tony Bonney, reading a 
letter from Ron Sunderland, and 
Ted Cornford, spoke for many 
when they voiced concerns about 
the huge rises in Council Tax. The 
rises were around 62% since the 
year 2000, with pensions only 
rising by 17½% during that time.  
Both County Councillor Jones and 
District Councillor Matthew Wilson 
defended their councils’ positions 
in the light of the Government’s 
policy to support the Midlands and 
the North of England at the 
expense of southern counties such 
as East Sussex.  

PARISH HOLDS ITS 
PRECEPT AT THE SAME 
LEVEL
Residents have welcomed the 
Parish Council’s response to their  
concerns about Council Tax rises.  
The parish precept has been held 
at the same level as last year.   This 
is despite some increases in costs 
which the Parish Council has had to 
absorb, such as a 40% increase in 
the cost of dog bin emptying.  This
now costs nearly £500 a year for 
the three bins.

FEARS FOR THE SAFETY 
OF PEOPLE USING THE 
A21
At the Parish Assembly, a 
gentleman who has lived for more 
than thirty years up and down the 
A21 spoke about the number of 
fatal accidents occurring on the 
road.  This road is acknowledged 
as one of the most dangerous in the 
country.  Cllr Jones reassured the 
meeting that, happily, this is not 
replicated on other roads across 
Sussex, where the number of road 
deaths has declined.

TENNIS SEASON TICKETS

GIANT HOGWEED 
RECEIVES A SETBACK

Although professional treatment
of the giant hogweed is 
expensive, parish councillors 
believe it must be done.   This
was introduced into Britain in 
1893 as an attractive ornamental 
plant but it has escaped into the 
wild and is colonising many areas 
including the banks of our local 
rivers.  In Sedlescombe, both our 
playground and sportsfield are  
adjacent to the river. If allowed to 
flower and seed, huge numbers 
of seeds from each head can 
remain viable for up to fifteen 
years.  The plant not only forms 
dense colonies which suppress 
the growth of native plants but it 
is a real danger to anyone 
coming into contact with it.  The 
sap contains a toxic chemical 
which leads to severe blistering
of the skin which may end with 
hospitalisation of the casualty.  
The skin reaction can recur for 
many years when exposed to 
sunlight.  The first treatment with 
herbicides took place in May.

Available from 
the Clerk, 
price £47

NEW VILLAGE CAR LIFT SCHEME LAUNCHED
Following the demise of the Battle voluntary car service, people living in 
Sedlescombe and needing to attend the Conquest Hospital or other medical 
centres have found themselves stranded.  The Parish Council has 
responded by devising a simple scheme which should help.  
A list of volunteer drivers will be available locally from the Council and 
surgery.
A person needing a lift in connection with medical care will phone someone 
on the list to make the arrangements and will pay the driver’s expenses to 
him or her.  The expenses will be based on 40p/mile. Cllr Mrs Pauline Glew 
will be pleased to explain further if you are willing to be a driver or if you 
want to be a passenger.  Please phone her on 01424 870258.
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WANTED – PEOPLE TO 
STAND BESIDE SID
Would you be willing to stand 
beside SID – a SPEED 
INDICATOR DEVICE that is?  The 
County Council is willing to lend the 
Parish Council one of these 
machines for a week in order to 
remind drivers passing through the 
Village that there is a 30mph speed 
limit.  
Can you fill one or more one-hour 
slot between 22 and 28 
September?  All volunteers must 
attend the 1½- hour training session 
planned for Thursday 31 August, 
4.30pm to 6pm.  
 If you can help, please contact Cllr 
Mrs Glew on 01424 870258 or Cllr 
Ralph Dellow on 01424 870223.

PESTALOZZI 
INTERNATIONAL VILLAGE
“It has been decided that 
Pestalozzi’s future lies in 
Sedlescombe”  said Richard 
Maidment, chair of the Pestalozzi 
Regeneration Committee, at the 
Parish Assembly.  With many of the 
buildings at Pestalozzi reaching the 
end of their lives, the time has 
come for major changes to take 
place.  Most of the buildings will be 
demolished and others will be 
refurbished.  New buildings are 
being planned to house Pestalozzi 
offices, an Education Centre and a 
Conferencing and Seminar facility.  
It is proposed to double the current 
number of students to sixty as soon 
as funding allows.  The walled 
garden is to be relocated on the site 
and a small high quality housing 
development of about five houses 
near Oaklands Manor is proposed.  
Tim Ronalds Architects and a 
Campaign Director have been 
appointed.

The Parish Council is being kept 
fully informed of developments 
through its Planning Committee.  If 
you are interested, you will be 
welcome to attend these meetings.  
Please keep an eye on the 
noticeboard outside the shop for 
dates, probably later in the summer.

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS – MAY 2007 – HAVE 
YOU THOUGHT OF STANDING?

GOODBYE TO SHARON, 
HALLO TO PETER
Sedlescombe has a new Police 
Community Support Officer.  
Sharon Eldridge who has been our 
PCSO for 20 months has moved to 
the Rye area and Peter Crotch has 
taken her place.

DESPERATE NEED FOR A 
NEW PAVILION AT THE 
SPORTSFIELD
The need for a replacement pavilion 
at Sedlescombe Sportsfield has 
been established for some time.  
On five separate occasions since 
1995, planning approval has been 
granted at the Sportsfield but, 
usually because of problems with 
funding, the work has not been 
carried out.

Now, however, the Parish Council 
and the Sports Association 
Committee are collaborating in the 
hope that it will be “sixth time 
lucky”.   Sports Association 
members were very impressed 
when they visited a relatively new 
pavilion at Appledore and have 
drawn up plans for Sedlescombe 
based on it.  The new pavilion will 
be bigger than the existing one but 
not as large as some that have 
been planned and will, it is 
expected, consequently be more 
affordable.

The Sportsfield is an important part 
of village life.  As well as two adult 
football teams, a cricket team and 
female and mixed stoolball teams, 
there are TEN children’s football 
teams.

And, Sedlescombe is one of the few 
sportsfields in the area where  you 
can join an archery club.

THE SAD TALE OF THE 
EAST VIEW KICKABOUT 
AREA
It was just five years ago that we 
were all so pleased to have 
obtained funding for the 
refurbishment of the Kickabout Area 
with two football/basketball units, 
and a shelter.   We had hoped that 
this would provide a play place for 
all ages and one that the 
youngsters would be proud of.  

This appears not to be the idea of a 
small group of young people who 
have destroyed chainlink fencing,
written graffiti on the shelter and 
used it for heavy drinking, sniffing of 
substances and as a toilet, They 
have also been shouting, swearing 
and making a general nuisance of 
themselves during the day and at 
night up to 4am.  The Council is 
disappointed and sorry for those 
youngsters who do want to use the 
area properly and for those 
residents who have been disturbed.
Orbit Housing Association has been 
working with the Anti-Social 
Behaviour Officer to try to solve 
these problems.  All tenants will 
have received a letter reminding 
them not to allow any members of 
their households or visitors to cause 
a nuisance and that, if they do, they 
risk their homes being 
repossessed.  REMEMBER, ALL
COSTS OF REPAIRS ARE MET
FROM THE COUNCIL TAX.

RE-ELECTION
Cllr Valerie Wright has been re-
elected Chairman of the Parish 
Council (01424 870220) with Cllr 
Anthony Rand as Vice-Chairman 
(01424 870722).  Other councillors:
Pat Martin 01424 870353
Bill Cameron 01424 870013
Mary Irwin 01424 870570
Nick Foord 01424 870385
Pauline Glew 01424 870258
Ralph Dellow 01424 870223
Jenny Mitchell 01424 870707


