
Summary of Points from Parish Public Meeting held 30th of November 2012 
 

1. Sedlescombe is a village not a town. 
2. Suburban Sprawl is unacceptable in the ANOB. 
3. Turning Sedlescombe into a service centre for Battle and Hastings at the expense of the 

countryside and the beauty and uniqueness of Sedlescombe is unacceptable. 
4. Building an un-asked for preschool and school hall is not a justification for using land outside 

the development area to build 50 houses and a 2 storey office. The school only ever asked for a 
small area for a sports field 

5. The school and preschool will be unlikely to be able to fund the ongoing running and  
maintenance costs of these very large proposed facilities as they will have to be funded from 
existing funds which  are linked to student numbers which they say will not rise from existing 
levels in the long term.  

6. The preschool (a non government facility) proposes to take up to 80 children and 20 teachers 
plus admin staff which could generate an additional 400 car movements on Brede Lane each 
day. 80% of the children will come from Battle and Hastings and other areas outside the Parish.   

7. Brede Lane already takes over 2,100 car movements each day. The proposed new development 
will increase this by up to 1,000 car movements each day or a 50% increase in traffic based on 
Highways figures to assess such developments.  Brede Lane is already log jammed each day and 
is effectively one lane during the working day with the doctors’ surgery often blocked when 
emergency vehicles must attend. 

8.  The doctors’ surgery is in an ideal location to serve over 40% of the Parish who can travel there 
on foot if required with ample parking directly next door. They have no plans to move.  

9. The Village Shop, Brickwall Hotel and hairdressers do not support the proposed development as 
they recognise more traffic will be bad, not good, for business. 

10. The proposed development would generate 20 more affordable social houses. Sedlescombe 
already has twice the rural average of affordable houses with 16% of its housing stock already 
affordable housing. Sedlescombe already has significant unused office and industrial space that 
should be converted or filled before new space is built. New space should not be built in 
locations like Brede Lane which are already congested and unsuitable for commercial traffic. 

11. The proposal also plans to cut 4 significant gaps in the two mature, important hedgerows which 
are home to significant wildlife. In addition a row of mature trees would be felled. Other private 
developments have been refused where trees were to be removed or hedgerows cut. 

It’s not about allowing even one house on this site which if allowed would be the thin end of the 
wedge. 

 
Green space and the stunning views across the Brede Valley 

to and from  Street Farm are irreplaceable. 
 

No development is worth the loss of this special aspect and asset of our Parish and our village 
 

Developments: 

  Should be no more than 6 houses in any one plot.  

 Should not have a dramatic effect on traffic 

 Should not damage the value of the country side 

  Should have minimum impact on neighbours 

  Should only use land outside the development boundary when no other suitable land is 

available. 

Smaller developments  give better communities and less  anti social behaviour 


